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DEDICA  TION 

This  hook  is  dedicated,  with  affection ,  to  my  son, 
Stephen,  his  wife,  Thelma,  my  nieces  and  nephews, 

1  have  enjoyed  compiling  this  family  history  and 
hope  that  you  and  your  children  will  derive  great  pleas¬ 
ure,  pride  and  satisfaction  in  knowing  about  your  illus¬ 
trious  ancestors . 

Love  and  best  wishes  from 

A  dr  v 

C'vfX/'i  v 

Aunt  Jo 


May  15  1962 
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INTRODUCTORY 

TO 

OUR  FAMILY 
(1626-1962) 

Many  years  ago  there  came  into  my  possession  a  book 
titled  “Matthew  Brown  Ancestry  and  Descendants” y 
published  in  1900.  It  was  compiled  by  Robert  Shannon, 
a  lawyer  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  who  spent  much 
time,  including  several  months  in  Scotland,  gathering 
material  firsthand.  He  received  valuable  assistance  from 
Reverend  James  Kerr,  Glasgow,  Scotland  $  Reverend 
John  Brown,  Kinclaven,  Perthshire,  Scotland  5  Mr. 
W.  S.  Blackwood,  Muirkirk,  Ayrshire,  Scotland;  and 
others.  Robert  Shannon  traced  his  ancestry  back  to 
John  Brown,  who  was  also  known  as  the  “Christian 
Carrier.” 

For  quite  some  time  I  have  harbored  the' desire  to 
compile  and  publish  this  book  so  that  each  member  of 
our  family  rnay  have  the  story  of  our  ancestral  back¬ 
ground. 

This  little  book  of  ancestry  begins  with  John  Brown, 
the  “Christian  Martyr”,  of  Priesthill,  Ayrshire,  Scot¬ 
land,  and  ends  with  John  Hill  Yocum,  Jr.,  and  Anna 
Stasia  Bryant,  the  two  youngest  of  our  Hill  family. 

The  first  section  of  “Our  Family”  is  devoted  to  the 
Brown  lineage,  down  to  and  including  your  grand- 
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father,  John  Hill.  This  phase  of  your  family  “tree”  is 
an  abridged  version  of  Shannon’s  book. 

The  second  section  is  devoted  to  the  Coulthard  fam¬ 
ily,  down  to  and  including  your  grandmother,  Mary 
Jane  Hill  (nee  Coulthard).  I  am  deeply  grateful  to 
my  cousin  Minnie  Coulthard  Hall,  of  Modesto,  Cali¬ 
fornia,  for  the  wealth  of  material  she  furnished  for 
this  section  of  the  book. 

The  third  section  deals  entirely  with  our  Hill  family 
and  is  compiled  from  information  within  my  own 
knowledge  and  that,  furnished  by  various  members  of 
our  immediate  family.  Your  Aunt  Dollie  Yocum,  who 
lives  in  El  Dorado,  Arkansas,  has  the  old  Hill  family 
Bible  which  contains  valuable  information  about  our 
family,  including  the  marriage  license  of  your  Hill 
grandparents.  The  “History  of  Henry  and  St.  Ciair 
Counties  (1  883)”  is  also  in  her  possession. 

The  interesting  history  of  the  Cooper  family  was 
compiled  from  records  which  have  been  accumulated 
through  the  years  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tom  P.  Cooper, 
the  parents  of  my  daughter-in-law,  Thelma  Miller. 
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To  Hill  Miller 
523  Wesson  Street 
El  Dorado,  Arkansas 
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Section  One 


THE  BROWNS 


1.  JOHN  BROWN,  THE  MARTYR 


Your  grandfather,  John  Hill,  was  a  sixth  genera¬ 
tion  descendant  of  John  Brown,  the  Martyr,  through 
Martha  Brown  HilF  and  husband,  George  Hill ; 
Jean  Brown*  and  husband,  William  Brown ; 
Matthew  Brown3  and  wife,  Eleanor  Lytle 
Brown ; 

John  Brown2  and  (wife’s  name  unknown) ;  and 
John  Brown1  and  wife,  Isabel  Wier  Brown,  of 
Priesthill,  Ayrshire,  Scotland. 

John  Brown  of  Priesthill  was  a  Scot  Covenanter  wTho 
lived  at  a  time  when  Charles  the  First  determined  to 
force  on  the  Scots  the  English  Liturgy  established  by 
Henry  VIII.  This  act  was  regarded  as  tyranny  by  those 
who  adhered  to  the  rugged  Scot  faith,  so  the  leading 
Presbyterian  ministers  drew  up  a  bond  of  union  known 
as  the  National  Covenant.  This  Covenant  embraced  the 
Confession  of  Faith  in  1580  and  1581,  and  was  binding 
on  all  who  signed  it  to  spare  no  effort  which  might  save 
the  Church. 

The  subscription  of  the  Covenant  began  on  February 
28,  1638,  and  was  signed  by  great  numbers  of  persons 
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of  every  rank,  one  of  whom  was  John  Brown.  The  Gen¬ 
eral  Assembly,  which  met  in  Glasgow,  Scotland,  during 
November,  1638,  ratified  the  Covenant  and  the  Con¬ 
fession  of  Faith  which  it  embraced,  and  deposed  the 
whole  of  the  hierarchy  which  had  been  established  by 
the  King  of  England. 

Thus  began  that  period  of  turmoil  and  strife  when 
Scotland  was  struggling  for  civil  and  religious  liberty. 
Many  of  her  stalwart  sons  gave  up  life  rather  than 
submit  to  principles  which  were  against  their  faith.  Of 
these  early  martyrs  was  one  John  Brown,  of  Priesthill, 
Ayrshire,  Scotland,  who  was  born  in  the  year  1626  and 
died  a  martyr’s  death  on  May  1,  1685. 

Little  is  known  of  his  early  life.  He  received  a  good 
education  and  was  ambitious  to  study  for  the  ministry 
but  abandoned  the  idea  because  of  an  impediment  in  his 
speech  from  which  he  experienced  difficulty  in  expres¬ 
sing  his  sentiments  to  strangers ;  however,  his  educa¬ 
tion  was  a  source  of  usefulness  to  him  in  later  years. 
When  many  ministers  had  cither  suffered  martyrdom 
or  been  driven  out  of  Scotland,  John  Brown  kept  a  class 
for  religious  instruction  which  met  at  Priesthill  every 
Monday  evening.  This  class  was  attended  by  young  men 
from  miles  around  who  received  substantial  information 
which  shaped  them  into  influential  citizens  of  the  neigh¬ 
borhood. 

John  Brown  was  a  man  of  mild  temperament,  quiet 
and  unostentatious,  yet  firm  in  principle  and  unyield¬ 
ing  in  what  he  thought  to  be  right. 
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John  began  earning  a  livelihood  at  an  early  age  as 
a  “pack-horse  carrier”,  in  which  business  he  engaged 
throughout  his  life.  He  carried  the  products  of  his 
rural  district  to  market,  sold  them,  made  such  pur¬ 
chases  as  his  patrons  designated  and  delivered  them  on 
his  return.  To  supplement  his  income,  he  farmed  a 
tract  of  land  and  raised  sheep. 

From  “Homes,  Haunts  and  Battlefields  of  the  Cov¬ 
enanters”  this  vivid  description  of  the  home  of  John. 
Brown  is  given: 

“Priesthill,  the  abode  of  John  Brown  was,  in  his 
day,  a  small  moorland  farm  lying  far  up  among  the 
wilds  of  Ayrshire,  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  county, 
and  close  upon  the  confines  of  Lanarkshire,  and  at 
an  elevation  of  about  twelve  hundred  feet  above  the 
sea.  It  is  nearly  four  miles  northeast  of  the  now 
large  and  prosperous  village  of  Muirkirk,  then  only 
a.  small  hamlet,  and  is  surrounded  on  all  sides,  and 
for  long  distances,  by  dark  moorlands  and  great, 
lonely,  solemn  looking  hills,  of  perpetual  desolation, 
and  incapable  of  cultivation.  A  few  miles  to  the 
south  of  where  the  martyr  had  his  home,  the  classic 
Ayr  has  its  source;  and  being  just  on  the  watershed 
of  the  country,  many  lesser  streams,  which  in  the 
dreamy  days  of  summer  go  tinkling  through  the 
quiet  glens,  filling  the  air  with  this,  the  sweetest 
of  Nature’s  music,  have  their  rise  amid  the  desert 
solitudes. 

“From  the  hill  which  overlooks  the  place  where 
he  then  dwelt  (the  house  itself  has  crumbled  into 
dust  long  years  ago  and  only  a  dry,  green  knoll  now 
shows  where  it  once  stood)  a  most  extensive  view 
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is  obtained,  from  the  Pentland  hills  in  the  east,  to 
the  blue  peaks  of  Arran’s  rugged  isle,  rising  from 
out  the  waters  of  the  Firth  of  Clyde,  far  away  in 
the  west;  and  from  the  green  hills  of  Galloway  in 
the  south,  to  many  a  Highland  'Ben,’  rearing  its 
azure  summit  far  beyond  the  Forth,  in  the  land  of 
the  Gael.  All  around  it  is  martyr-land,  and  studded 
with  the  moss-gray  stones  which  record  the  violent 
and  bloody  end  of  those  who  loved  not  their  lives 
unto  death,  when  striving  for  civil  liberty,  and  the 
crownrights  of  Messiah.  Only  seven  miles  to  the 
west,  the  lonely  battlefield  of  Ayrsmoss  lies  full 
in  view  — 

"  'Where  Cameron’s  sword  and  his  Bible  are  seen 
Engraved  on  the  stone  where  the  heather  grows 
green,’  and  the  monuments  of  several  other 
martyrs  of  less  renown.” 

(“Fire  on  the  Heather”  is  the  title  of  a  motion  pic¬ 
ture  financed  by  Billy  Graham,  the  renowned  world 
evangelist,  depicting  the  martyrdom  of  John  Brown, 
who  was  shot  at  the  door  of  his  home  by  Lord  Graham, 
in  charge  of  troops  of  that  district.) 

Shannon’s  book  relates  the  following  version  of  John 
Brown’s  martydom: 

"Garrisons  of  soldiers  had  been  placed  in  various 
towns  in  the  western  counties  and  one  of  these  was 
established  at  Lesmahago,  at  which  place  John  Gra¬ 
ham,  of  Claverhouse,  who  had  been  appointed  to  the 
command  of  the  troops  of  the  district,  arrived  on 
the  last  night  in  April.  Early  on  the  following  morn¬ 
ing  he  started  for  Priesthill,  where  he  arrived  be- 


4 


o)  th  sift  ni  nJXlii  bfral  iia^  grfj  ft.oi'i  a* 

3 •  '•'  --  !.)  o  ‘•■iV.  rii.  In  '->•  .  1  f  •.  e  ■  .-rot 


fore  six  o’clock.  John  Brown  had  risen  early  and 
after  engaging  in  religious  worship  with  his  fam¬ 
ily,  went  to  the  hill  above  his  house  to  cut  some  peat, 
or  turf,  for  fuel.  The  morning  was  misty,  and  he 
was  surrounded  and  captured  before  he  could  make 
any  effort  to  escape,  and  was  brought  down  to  his 
own  door.  His  little  daughter,  Janet,  now  about  sev¬ 
en  years  of  age,  who  had  been  at  the  door,  informed 
her  mother  that  her  father  and  some  soldiers  were 
coming.  The  poor  woman  exclaimed:  ‘That  which 
I  have  long  feared  is  come  upon  me;  0  give  me 
grace  for  this  hour!’  and  hastily  taking  up  her  boy 
in  her  arms  and  taking  Janet  by  the  hand  she  went 
out  to  meet  them.  John  Brown  was  rapidly  exam¬ 
ined.  Having  been  asked  why  he  did  not  attend  the 
curate,  and  if  he  would  pray  for  the  King,  he  re¬ 
plied  that  he  acknowledged  only  Christ  as  supreme 
Head  of  the  Church,  and  could  not  attend  the  cu¬ 
rates,  because  they  were  placed  there  contrary  to 
His  law.  Claverhouse  then  told  him  to  go  to  his 
prayers,  as  hi3  last  hour  had  come.  Brown,  inspired 
by  the  near  prospect  of  eternity,  kneeled  down  and 
prayed  loud  and  fervently,  in  words  that  appalled 
the  soldiers,  but  neither  his  fervent  supplication 
nor  the  tearful  pleadings  of  the  wife,  who  stood 
by,  with  a  terrified  and  wailing  child  at  her  side, 
a  babe  in  her  arms,  and  another  about  to  be  born, 
could  touch  the  ‘obdurate  heart’  of  Graham.  Hav¬ 
ing  prayed,  with  great  composure  lie  arose  to  bid 
farewell  to  his  family,  and  turning  to  his  wife  asked 
her  if  she  was  willing  to  part  with  him.  The  brave 
woman  said  that  she  was  willing  it  should  be  so, 
since  it  was  God’s  will  to  take  him  from  her.  Being 
greatly  comforted  by  this  evidence  of  her  forti¬ 
tude,  he  turned  towards  heaven,  and  implored  ‘all 
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promised  blessings  to  be  multiplied  upon  his  wife 
and  children/ 

“Claverhouse  then  ordered  his  men  to  fire,  but 
they  would  not,  and  in  a  rage  he  drew  his  own  pis¬ 
tol  and  shot  him  dead.  Turning  to  the  newly-made 
widow  he  asked  her  what  she  then  thought  of  her 
husband. 

“  T  always  thought  much  of  him,  but  now  far 
more  than  ever/  was  her  brave  reply.” 

His  remains  were  laid  to  rest  at  the  spot  where  he 
had  lain  stretched  in  blood.  A  few  years  later  a  tablet 
was  placed  on  his  grave,  bearing  an  inscription,  stating 
his  age  (58  years),  the  date  and  cause  of  his  death. 

In  1825  a  monument  was  erected  beside  his  grave, 
which,  together  with  the  grave,  was  enclosed  by  a  gran¬ 
ite  wall.  On  the  eastern  face  of  the  monument  is  this 
inscription:  “This  monument  was  erected,  and  the  ad¬ 
joining  grave  of  John  Brown  enclosed,  by  money  col¬ 
lected  at  a  sermon  by  the  Rev.  John  Milwaine,  on  Au¬ 
gust  28,  1825,  in  commemoration  of  the  Martyrs.”  On 
the  front  of  the  enclosure  a  marble  block  is  embedded 
in  the  granite  wall,  on  which  is  inscribed  the  following 
quotation: 

‘Them  that  honour  me  I  will  honour,  and  they 
that  despise  me  shall  be  lightly  esteemed. — I  Sam¬ 
uel  ii,  30.” 

John  Brown  was  twice  married.  There  was  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  Janet,  by  his  first  wife  whose  name  is  not  known. 
His  second  marriage  was  to  Isabel  Wicr,  a  lively,  cheer- 
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ful  woman  of  true  piety.  Of  this  union  two  boys  were 
born,  JOHN  BROWN2,  and  James  Brown  who  was 
born  after  the  death  of  his  father. 

After  her  husband  was  martyred,  and  because  of  the 
vigorous  persecution  of  the  Covenanters,  Isabel  Wier 
Brown  took  her  two  boys  to  Ireland  where  they  grew 
to  manhood. 

Your  direct  line  of  ancestry  comes  through  the  old¬ 
est  son,  JOHN  BROWN2. 


2.  JOHN  BROWN2 

In  1720,  John  Brown,  his  brother  James,  and  a  num¬ 
ber  of  their  friends  and  families  migrated  from  Ireland 
to  America  and  located  in  the  then  remote  wilderness 
of  the  Swatara  region,  not  far  from  the  present  site  of 
Middletown,  Dauphin  (then  Lancaster)  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  where  they  were  among  the  foremost  settlers. 
Plere  John  Brown  took  up  a  large  tract  of  land  upon 
which  he  lived  until  his  death  in  1740.  He  married  his 
wife  in  Ireland,  but  we  do  not  know  her  name.  The  re¬ 
mains  of  John  Brown  and  those  of  his  wife  are  interred 
in  the  grave-yard  at  old  Paxtang  Church,  a  few  miles 
east  of  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania,  where  many  of  the 
early  settlers,  a  number  of  whom  were  prominent  in  the 
State  before  and  during  the  War  of  Independence, 
are  buried. 

Seven  sons  were  born  to  John  Brown  and  his  wife, 

7 


. 


r  ■  '  ' 

••^4  bas  *kvrow  vri-foi 


I  a  .  :XWOX8.  Hf  KH 


I  i.  J  ICi  [3tJ 


■ 


six  of  whom  grew  to  manhood.  They  were  men  of  high 
moral  character  and  all  were  Elders  in  the  Covenanter 
Church.  These  sons  were: 

1  and  2.  Andrew  and  William ,  twins  who  were  born 
June  30,  1720,  on  the  ship  during  the  ocean  voyage 
of  their  parents  to  the  New  World.  Andrew  died 
young.  William  Brown  was  appointed  by  the  Pax- 
tang  Church  as  a  commissioner  to  Ireland  to  procure 
a  supply  of  ministers.  He  returned  with  Reverend  Mat¬ 
thew  Linn  and  Reverend  Alexander  Dobbin.  These 
two  ministers,  together  with  Reverend  John  Cuthbert- 
son,  constituted  the  first  Reformed  Presbytery  of  Amer¬ 
ica,  which  was  organized  at  Paxtang  in  1774.  The  Pax- 
tang  Church  was  built  on  William  Brown’s  farm. 

3.  Alexander y  born  January  26,  1722. 

4.  James y  born  March  30,  1724. 

5.  Benjamin}  born  March  8,  1726. 

6.  Josephy  born  August  23,  1730. 

7.  MATTHEW,  born  July  15,  1732. 

Your  lineage  comes  through  the  seventh  son,  MAT¬ 
THEW  BROWN. 


3.  MATTHEW  BROWN 

Matthew  Brown,  seventh  and  youngest  son  of  John 
Brown2  and  grandson  of  John  Brown,  the  Martyr,  was 
born  July  15,  1732,  in  the  region  of  the  Swatara,  near 
the  site  of  Middletown,  Pennsylvania.  He  was  reared 
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amid  the  rugged  scenes  and  dangers  of  pioneer  life, 
was  familiar  with  the  hardships  and  privations  of  that 
day,  and  fearless  of  its  perils.  There  were  wars,  Indian 
raids,  murders  and  massacres  as  the  Indians  strove  to 
wrest  their  hunting  grounds  from  the  white  settlers. 
He  was  strong  and  active,  and  of  vigorous  constitution. 

Matthew  was  educated  at  the  school  of  Reverend 
Francis  Allison.  He  was  talented,  of  cool  judgment, 
and  witty.  He  was  pious,  humble  and  sincere.  Religious¬ 
ly,  he  was  a  zealous  Covenanter. 

In  1760  Matthew  Brown  settled  near  Carlisle,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  Later  he  moved  to  White  Deer  Valley,  then 
in  Northumberland  County,  where  he  established  the 
Brown  homestead.  (Many  years  later  your  grandfather, 
John  Hill,  was  born  and  reared  to  manhood  in  this  sub¬ 
stantial  home.)  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  had  acquired 
seven  hundred  and  sixty-three  acres  of  land,  which  was 
partitioned  by  his  heirs  Januray  13,  1797. 

Matthew  Brown  was  a  capable,  influential  citizen  in 
the  formative  period  of  our  country.  He  was  chosen  as 
a  representative  for  White  Deer  township  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Safety  for  Northumberland  County  in  1776. 
Wh  en  the  oppressions  and  exactions  of  the  English  gov¬ 
ernment  were  becoming  more  and  more  odious  to  the 
colonists,  among  the  first  of  the  measures  taken  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania  to  organize  an  opposition  to  these  encroach¬ 
ments  on  the  people’s  liberties  was  the  formation  of  a 
centra!  Committee  of  Correspondence  and  Safety  in 
Philadelphia,  and  of  branch  committees  in  the  several 
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counties.  A  conference  had  been  called  of  delegates 
from  all  the  county  committees,  which  assembled  at 
Philadelphia  on  June  18,  1776.  This  conference  pre¬ 
scribed  the  mode  of  electing  delegates  to  a  great  pro¬ 
vincial  convention  for  the  forming  of  a  new  consitution, 
and  the  qualifications  of  electors  who  might  vote  for 
delegates.  Matthew  Brown  was  a  member  of  this  con¬ 
ference,  and  also  was  a  representative  from  Northum¬ 
berland  County  in  the  convention  which  assembled  at 
Philadelphia  on  July  15,  1776,  and  which  declared  the 
independence  of  the  colony  and  formed  the  first  State 
Constitution,  which  he  signed  September  28,  1776. 

The  darkest  period  of  the  Revolutionary  War  was 
now  at  hand.  The  recent  successes  of  the  British  on 
Long  Island  and  elsewhere  had  caused  great  depression 
of  public  spirit,  and  hope  seemed  almost  buried  in  des¬ 
pair.  At  this  hour  of  peril  to  the  cause  of  the  colonists 
Matthew  Brown  enlisted  in  the  Provincial  army  in  the 
early  fall  of  1776  and  became  a  member  of  the  “Flying 
Camp.”  He  contracted  a  fever  while  campaigning  in 
New  Jersey  and  died  on  April  22,  1777. 

His  remains  were  buried  in  a  field  near  his  residence 
and,  by  direction  of  his  widow,  a  stone  wall  was  built 
around  it.  His  will  is  recorded  in  Will  Book  1,  page  8, 
in  the  office  of  the  Register  of  Northumberland  Coun¬ 
ty,  at  Sunbury,  Pennsylvania. 

Matthew  Brown  married  Eleanor  Lytle  about  1760. 
She  was  probably  the  daughter  of  Captain  John  Lytle, 
but  no  definite  information  regarding  her  ancestry,  the 
place  of  her  birth,  or  her  early  life  is  found.  At  the 
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death  of  her  husband,  she  assumed  the  management  of 
his  affairs.  She  was  left  with  eight  children,  ranging  in 
age  from  sixteen  years  to  three  months.  Eleanor  died 
on  August  9,  1814,  and  her  remains  were  buried  beside 
those  of  her  husband. 

The  children  of  Matthew  and  Eleanor  Lytle  Brown 
were: 

1.  Hannah ,  born  about  1762;  died  about  1  844:  mar¬ 
ried  (1st)  Samuel  Swan,  (2nd)  John  Brown. 

2.  Mary ,  born  January  17,  1 7 64  j  died  December  9, 
1  8 27  j  married  James  Hammond. 

3.  Johny  born  1767 ;  died  July  27,  1 8 32 j  married 
Isabella  Watson. 

4.  Sarah y  born  April  6,  1  768  j  died  April  4,  1834; 
married  Isaac  Smith. 

5.  JEAN,  born  in  May,  1770;  died  January  24,. 
3  841  ;  married  William  Brown. 

6.  Thomas y  born  in  March,  1772;  died  February  1  7, 
1857;  married  Margaret  Ainsworth. 

7.  William y  born  about  1774;  died  in  1845;  married 
Sarah  McCormick. 

8.  MattheWy  born  in  January,  1776;  died  July  29, 
1853;  married  (1st)  Mary  Blaine,  (2nd)  Mary  W. 
Ferguson. 

The  fifth  child,  JEAN  BROWN,  was  the  maternal 
grandmother  of  your  grandfather,  John  Hill. 
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4.  JEAN  BROWN 


Jean  Brown  was  born  in  Cumberland  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  in  1770,  and  died  in  White  Deer  Valley,  Ly¬ 
coming  County,  Pennsylvania,  on  January  24,  1841. 


Jean  married  William  Brown,  who  was  born  in  Bel¬ 
fast,  Ireland,  on  February  3,  1755.  The  following  is  an 
excerpt  from  the  February  29,  1  876,  issue  of  the  Wil¬ 
liamsport,  Pennsylvania,  "DAILY  GAZETTE  AND 


BULLETIN”: 


“Mr.  W.  Brown  Hill,  of  this  city,  has  in  liis  pos¬ 
session  a  very  ancient  Bible,  which  w7as  printed  at 
Glasgows  Scotland,  and  brought  to  this  country  by 
his  ancestors.  *  *  *  One  of  the  interesting  features 
of  the  book  is  the  genealogical  record  which  it  con¬ 
tains.  The  first  entry  is  that  of  SAMUEL  TORBET. 
who  was  born  in  1696.  Then  follows  a  long  line  of 
names.  JEAN,  his  daughter,  was  born  in  1721,  and 
JANE,  his  grand- daughter,  in  1745.  The  old  volume 
was  brought  to  this  country  from  Scotland,  over 
one  hundred  years  ago,  by  WILLIAM  BROWN, 
the  grand-father  of  W.  BROWN  HILL.  Since  1831 
it  has  been  in  the  possession  of  his  uncle,  SAMUEL 
BROWN,  of  White  Deer  Valley,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  eighty-three  years  about  one  year  ago.  SAM¬ 
UEL  TORBET,  whose  name  is  recorded  at  the  head 
of  the  page,  was  the  grandfather  of  WILLIAM 
BROWN,  who  was  the  grandfather  of  WILLIAM 
BROWN  HILL.  JANE  TORBET,  the  daughter  of 
SAMUEL  TORBET,  born  in  1721,  married  a  hus¬ 
band  named  Brown.  She  was  the  mother  of  nine 
children.  Her  son,  WILLIAM  BROWN,  emigrated 
to  this  country  before  the  breaking  out  of  the  revo- 


12 


7  P-H  M/  HI 


•i  ..  -  yf  i  y  o  an  iw  0  :  I 

,i  *  b  >rn  ;m  J!!V.f  ni  mod  /TIHflOT  JSUMA8 
o  J  -i  dc2  .n  bsmun  b.Miscf 


^ , 


lutionary  war.  When  the  great  conflict  for  inde¬ 
pendence  commenced  he  joined  the  colonial  forces 
and  participated  in  the  struggle  for  liberty.  He  be¬ 
came  the  father  of  twelve  children,  ten  girls  and 
two  boys.  MARTHA  HILL,  wife  of  GEORGE  HILL, 
was  born  in  1816  and  is  the  3'oungest  of  the  family. 
She  now  resides  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  in 
Armstrong  township,  and  is  one  of  only  three  sur¬ 
vivors  out  of  the  family  of  twelve.” 

William  Brown  also  served  as  a  captain  in  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Militia  at  the  time  of  the  “Whisky  Insurrec¬ 
tion57  of  that  state.  His  commission  bears  the  date  1 793, 
and  is  signed  by  Governor  Mifflin. 

It  is  said  that  William  Brown  was  a  wheelwright  by 
trade;  however  he  farmed  for  many  years  previous  to 
his  death,  which  occurred  on  January  20,  1831.  He  had 
accumulated  considerable  real  estate  and  the  Brown 
farm  was  located  about  two  miles  west  of  Allenwood, 
Pennsylvania,  which  was  an  excellent  farming  district. 
His  will  provided  that  this  land,  after  his  death,  should 
be  divided  equally  between  his  wife,  Jean,  and  his  son, 
Samuel.  He  further  bequeathed  to  his  son,  Samuel,  all 
his  personal  estate  and  all  debts  due,  but  provided  that 
Samuel  should  maintain  and  support  his  mother  and 
the  unmarried  and  minor  children  until  the  youngest 
daughter,  Martha,  became  21  years  of  age.  To  his  ten 
daughters,  he  bequeathed  a  tract  of  land  containing  363 
acres.  He  further  provided  that  each  of  the  daughters, 
upon  the  day  of  her  marriage,  should  receive  an  outfit 
to  the  amount  of  fifty  dollars. 
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The  children  of  Jean  and  William  Brown  were: 

1.  Samuel ,  born  November  15,  1791;  died  Novem¬ 
ber  20,  1874;  apparently  never  married;  a  farmer.  He 
was  a  member  of  a  troop  of  cavalry  during  the  Black 
Hawk  War  in  1832. 

2.  Charles ,  born _ ;  died  in  infancy. 

3.  Eleanor ,  born  in  1793;  died  January  30,  1859, 
near  Vincennes,  Indiana;  married  Samuel  Allen. 

4.  Jane ,  born  May  4,  1796;  died  near  Annapolis, 
Indiana;  married  William  Ten  Brook,  who  had  served 
as  a  Major  in  the  Revolutionary  War  and  commanded 
a  battalion  of  troops  at  the  battle  of  Monmouth. 

5.  Margaret,  born  August  15,  1799;  died  September 
16,  1  87 1 ,  at  Modena,  Missouri ;  married  Jacob  Walters. 
One  of  their  sons,  William  Brown  Walters,  served 
three  years  with  the  35th  Regiment,  Missouri  Volun¬ 
teers,  during  the  Civil  War,  participated  in  several  en¬ 
gagements,  and  was  wounded  in  a  battle  at  Helena, 
Arkansas. 

6.  Mary ,  born  August  J5,  1803;  died  January  11, 
1873,  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri;  married  William  Kelly 
Hammond. 

7.  Sarah  (twin  of  Mary),  born  August  15,  1803; 
died  December  1  1,  1873;  married  John  McCormick. 

8.  Hannah ,  born  September  9,  1806;  died  in  In¬ 
diana  prior  to  1860;  married  Peter  Ten  Brook,  brother 
of  William  Ten  Brook  who  married  her  sister,  Jane 
Brown. 

9.  Nancy ,  born  December  2,  1809;  died  December 
22,  1859;  married  Robert  Caldwell. 
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10.  Elizabeth,  born  August  15,  1811;  died  Novem¬ 
ber  22,  1884;  married  Joshua  Yoder. 

11.  Isabella)  born  May  27,  1813;  married  Charles 
Tallman  in  1840.  Isabella  was  still  living  about  1897 
when  Robert  Shannon  was  compiling  the  material  for 
the  Brown  Book.  Her  husband  farmed  near  Williams¬ 
port,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  built  a  substantial  brick 
home.  He  experimented  in  new  and  advanced  methods 
in  the  improvement  of  fruits  and  in  the  selection,  care 
and  breeding  of  stock.  In  1860,  the  Tallmans  moved  to 
Miller  County,  Missouri.  During  the  Civil  War  bands 
of  outlaws  and  stragglers  from  the  rebel  army  confis¬ 
cated  the  property  of  the  Tallmans  and  other  Union 
sympathizers  and  hardships  overwhelmed  them  during 
the  war  years. 

1  2.  MARTHA  married  GEORGE  HILL. 

The  tenth  daughter  and  youngest  child  of  Jean  and 
William  Brown  was  your  great-grandmother,  MAR¬ 
THA  BROWN  HILL. 


5.  MARTHA  BROWN  HILL 

Martha  Brown  was  born  in  Washington  township, 
Lycoming  County,  Pennsylvania,  on  February  24, 
1816.  She  was  a  woman  of  amiable  disposition,  engag¬ 
ing  in  manner,  and  her  character  embraced  many  vir¬ 
tues.  She  died  at  the  residence  of  her  daughter,  Mrs. 
H.  G.  McCormick,  in  Williamsport,  Pennsylvania, 
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February  4,  1900,  and  is  buried  at  Grand  Rapids, 
Michigan. 

She  married  GEORGE  HILL  in  Lycoming  County, 
Pennsylvania,  on  February  6,  1840.  George  Hill,  the 
son  of  John  and  Margaretta  Hill,  was  born  near  Mil- 
ton,  Pennsylvania,  on  January  13,  1816. 

The  following  biography  of  George  Hill  is  given  in 
a  book  titled  <£History  of  Henry  and  St.  Clair  Counties 
(1883)’',  compiled  by  the  National  Historical  Com¬ 
pany,  of  St.  Joseph,  Missouri: 

"GEORGE  HILL,  SR.  Son  of  John  and  Margaret 
(Schineltzer)  Hill,  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  was 
born  in  Northumberland  County,  Pennsylvania,  Jan¬ 
uary  13,  1816.  He  was  there  brought  up  and  edu¬ 
cated  and  was  considered  one  of  the  most  practical 
farmers  of  that  state.  He  followed  this  occupation 
in  Northumberland  and  Lycoming  Counties  until 
1880,  except  from  1849  to  1863  during  which  time 
he  resided  in  St.  Joseph  County,  Michigan.  In  1880 
he  cams  to  St.  Clair  County,  Missouri.  He  and  his 
sons  now  at  home  have  a  landed  estate  of  nearly 
600  acres.  He  was  married  February  24,  1840,  to 
Miss  Martha  Brown.  They  have  had  10  children, 
nine  of  whom  are  living:  Robert  B.,  John,  William 
B.,  Jane,  George,  Jr.,  Margaret,  Martha  B.,  Charles 
and  Susan  L. 

"Mrs.  Hill  is  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  twelve 
children,  and  was  born  in  Lycoming  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  February  24,  1816.  Her  father,  William 
Brown,  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  her  mother, 
formerly  Jane  Brown,  came  originally  from  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  Jane  Brown  was  a  daughter  of  Mathew 
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and  Eleanor  (Torbit)  Brown,  the  former  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  and  the  latter  of  Scotland.  The  father  of 
Mrs.  Hill  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war.” 

Martha  Brown  and  George  Hill  had  the  following 
children: 

1.  Robert  Brown}  born  in  Lycoming  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  on  February  8,  1841.  During  the  Civil  War 
he  served  with  Company  B,  131st  Regiment,  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Infantry.  In  1867  he  went  to  Arkansas, 
locating  at  Garrison’s  Landing  where  he  engaged  in  the 
cotton  business.  In  1868  he  moved  to  St.  Clair  County, 
Missouri,  where  he  married  Martha  Schooley  that  same 
year.  She  was  the  daughter  of  John  and  Nancy  Comly 
Schooley,  of  White  Deer  Valley,  Pennsylvania.  In  1883 
he  located  in  Woodson  County,  Kansas,  where  he  and 
Martha  lived  for  many  years.  They  had  no  children. 

2.  JOHN  (your  grandfather),  born  1  842  j  married 
Mary  Jane  Coulthard. 

3.  William  Brown ,  born  March  2,  1  844.  He  was  a 
graduate  of  Wyoming  Academy  at  Kingston,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  He  was  married  twice.  His  first  wife  was  fosie 
IT.  Good,  whom  he  married  in  1874.  Josie  was  born  in 
May,  1 853,  and  died  at  Williamsport,  Pennsylvania,  on 
January  1  6,  1878.  To  this  marriage  two  daughters  were 
born,  namely,  Laura  Good  Hill,  born  October  19,  1875, 
and  Josie  Good  Hill,  born  November  12,  1877,  and 
died  in  1  888.  William  Brown  Hill’s  second  marriage 
was  with  Julia  L.  Bishop,  of  St.  Clair  County,  Mis¬ 
souri,  in  J  882.  They  had  no  issue.  He  moved  to  St. 
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Clair  County,  Missouri,  in  1877  where  he  engaged  in 
the  insurance  and  real  estate  business. 

4.  Jane  Brown  (note  that  three  of  the  first  four  chil¬ 
dren  bore  the  middle  name  Brown).  Jane  was  born  in 
Lycoming  County,  Pennsylvania,  December  30,  1846, 
and  died  at  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan,  July  21,  1891. 
She  was  a  graduate  of  Mrs.  Life’s  Ladies  Seminary,  at 
Muncie,  Pennsylvania.  She  married  George  Nelson 
Wagner  on  November  18,  1871.  Mr.  Wagner  was  born 
in  Montour  County,  Pennsylvania,  on  August  16,  1837, 
and  was  a  graduate  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College, 
Lancaster,  Pennsylvania.  He  was  prominently  identified 
with  the  lumber  industry,  first  in  Pennsylvania  and 
later,  in  1881,  he  moved  to  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan, 
where  he  continued  in  the  manufacture  of  lumber.  Lie 
died  in  Grand  Rapids  in  the  early  1930s  at  the  age  of 
about  94  years.  Jane  and  Nelson  Wagner  had  five  chil¬ 
dren,  namely:  George  Hill  Wagner,  Katherine  B.  Wag¬ 
ner,  Jennie  May  Wagner,  Martha  Gertrude  Wagner 
and  Jessie  Lamonte  Wagner. 

5.  George ,  born  May  18,  1848;  date  of  death  not 
known.  He  married,  first,  Rose  Etta  Hays  in  1883,  who 
died  in  1  892.  They  had  two  children,  Beatrice  and  John 
Nelson  Hill,  both  of  whom  died  in  early  childhood. 
His  second  marriage  was  with  Maggie  Cole  in  1894. 

6.  Samuel ,  born  1850;  died  1851. 

7.  Margaretta>  born  April  30,  1854;  date  of  death 
not  known;  married  Horace  Greeley  McCormick,  M. 
D.,  who  was  practicing  his  profession  in  Williamsport, 
Pennsylvania,  when  Mr.  Shannon  was  preparing  the 
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Brown  Book  for  publication  about  1900.  They  had 
three  children,  Martha  Brown,  Seth  Thomas  and  Dor¬ 
othy.  A  special  section  in  Shannon’s  book  is  devoted  to 
the  McCormick  family. 

8.  Martha  Belley  born  July  15,  1856,  date  of  death 
not  known.  In  1887  she  married  Levi  Bailliet  Wagner, 
a  brother  of  George  Nelson  Wagner.  ITe  was  a  member 
of  the  lumber  firm  of  Wagner  Bros.  &  Angel  at  Grand 
Rapids,  Michigan.  Levi  and  Martha  Wagner  had  two 
children,  Frank  Hill  and  Jennie  Lamonte. 

9.  Charles ,  born  June  30,  1858;  died  September  22, 
1892;  married  Josephine  Moore  in  1886.  They  had  as 
issue  Jennie  Brown  (born  1888),  William  Harvey  and 
George  Everett  (twins),  born  August  3,  1890. 

10.  Susan  Lamonty  born  October  13,  1862;  died  at 
Grand  Rapids,  Michigan,  on  February  9,  1892;  mar¬ 
ried  S.  W.  Sherman.  No  issue. 


6.  JOHN  HILL 

Your  grandfather,  John  Hill,  the  second  son  of 
George  and  Martha  Brown  Hill,  was  born  in  Lycoming 
County,  Pennsylvania,  on  September  24,  1842.  His 
early  life  was  spent  in  farming  on  the  old  Matthew 
Brown  homestead  farm,  a  part  of  which  his  father  pur¬ 
chased  in  1851.  He  received  his  elementary  education 
in  the  little  red  brick  school  house  near  their  farm.  (A 
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few  years  ago  this  building  was  still  in  use  for  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  that  community.) 

John  Hill’s  secondary  education  was  received  at  Mil- 
ton  Academy,  and  his  higher  education  at  Dickinson 
Seminary.  While  attending  the  Seminary  he  enlisted  in 
the  Union  Army  and  served  until  the  end  of  the  Civil 
War. 

In  1865,  he  came  west  to  Salem,  Illinois,  where  he 
studied  law  in  the  office  of  his  uncle,  Judge  Michael 
Shaeffer,  and  Judge  Bryan,  the  father  of  William  Jen¬ 
nings  Bryan.  (William  Jennings  Bryan,  the  “silver- 
tongued  orator’’,  ran  for  the  presidency  on  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  ticket  in  1896.)  Henrietta  Hill  Shaeffer  was  an 
aunt  of  John  Hill. 

Having  passed  his  Bar  examination,  John  Hill  set 
out  on  horseback  to  find  a  location  in  which  to  settle. 
He  rode  to  Vicksburg,  Mississippi,  crossed  the  river 
there,  and  headed  north  to  Garrison’s  Landing,  Arkan¬ 
sas,  where  his  brother,  Robert,  was  located.  The  broth¬ 
ers  purchased  a  store  there  and  carried  on  a  furnishing 
business  for  the  cotton  farmers.  The  cotton  crop  that 
year  was  poor,  so  the  farmers  paid  their  furnishing  debts 
with  livestock.  John  and  Robert  Hill  sold  the  mercan¬ 
tile  business,  rounded  up  the  cattle  and  drove  them  to 
St.  Clair  County,  Missouri,  where  grass  was  plentiful. 
They  built  a  little  shack  in  which  to  live.  Robert  as¬ 
sumed  the  household  duties  and  the  responsibility  of 
the  herd,  while  John  taught  school  to  provide  money 
for  living  expenses.  (In  later  years,  the  little  shack, 
with  the  addition  of  rooms  as  the  family  increased,  was 
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the  birthplace  of  several  of  the  children  of  John  and 
Mary  Hill.) 

In  1869,  John  Hill  and  Mary  Jane  Coulthard  were 
married.  John  Hill’s  earlier  life  was  devoted  to  farm¬ 
ing.  He  owned  and  leased  640  acres  of  land  in  St.  Clair 
County,  Missouri,  which  furnished  ample  grain  and 
grazing  for  the  livestock;  the  apple  orchard  produced 
plenty  of  fruit  for  the  commercial  market  and  for  home 
use;  and  the  dairy  herd  and  fattened  steers  furnished 
food  for  the  family.  All  of  us  children  were  born  in 
that  county.  In  1890,  John  Hill  moved  his  family  to 
Appleton  City,  Missouri,  a  cultural  center  where  we 
children  were  given  better  educational  and  church  ad¬ 
vantages. 

The  following  biography  of  your  grandfather,  John 
Hill,  is  given  in  the  “History  of  Henry  and  St.  Clair 
Counties  (1883)”: 

“JOHN  HILL,  justice  of  the  peace,  notary  public 
and  dealer  in  real  estate,  is  a  son  of  George  Hill, 
and  was  born  in  Lycoming  County,  Pennsylvania. 
He  was  reared  in  that  county  and  there  received  an 
academic  education.  In  the  fall  of  1864  he  went  to 
Salem,  Marion  County,  Illinois,  where  he  studied 
law  with  Judge  Michael  Schaeffer,  remaining  one 
year.  Going  south,  he  located  in  Arkansas,  where 
he  engaged  in  merchandising  and  raising  cotton. 

“In  the  spring  of  1868  he  came  to  St.  Clair  Coun¬ 
ty,  Missouri,  and  for  the  first  two  years  taught 
school,  and  in  1870  he  was  elected  county  superin¬ 
tendent  of  schools,  holding  the  office  two  years. 
Since  that  time  he  has  been  occupied  in  farming  and 
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dealing  in  stock,  having  at  the  present  time  a  landed 
estate  of  about  1500  acres. 

“March  26,  1879,  he  was  commissioned  notary 
public,  and  in  December,  1882,  was  appointed  jus¬ 
tice  of  the  peace  of  Taberville.  Mr.  Hill  was  married 
September  20,  1869,  to  Miss  Mary  J.  Coulthard,  of 
St.  Clair  County,  Missouri,  born  October  28,  1851. 
Her  father,  Joseph  Coulthard,  was  a  native  of  Eng¬ 
land,  and  her  mother,  formerly  Catherine  Truxiel, 
was  born  in  Ohio.  The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hill 
consists  of  four  children :  George,  Martha  B.,  Katie 
M.,  and  Josephine  B. 

“In  1863  he  enlisted  in  the  Pennsylvania  Militia, 
and  remained  in  service  during  the  Gettysburg 
raid.” 

In  1  899,  John  Hill  removed  his  family  from  Apple- 
ton  City,  Missouri,  to  Eldorado,  Union  County,  Arkan¬ 
sas.  He  had  acquired  extensive  real  estate  holdings  in 
El  Dorado  and  vicinity,  which  included  a  large  colonial  - 
style  house  in  which  the  family  lived.  This  house  was 
located  on  a  plot  of  land  at  least  as  large  as  a  city  block 
and  covered  with  many  beautiful  trees.  In  1909  this 
place  was  sold  to  Mr.  R.  N.  Garrett,  a  banker,  who 
moved  the  old  colonial  house  to  a  lot  on  Madison  Ave¬ 
nue  and  built  a  substantial  brick  residence  thereon.  Mrs. 
Garrett  still  maintains  her  home  there. 

The  sale  of  the  El  Dorado  home  place  was  prompted 
by  glowing  reports  on  the  bountiful  Bermuda  onion 
crops  raised  in  the  Rio  Grande  valley  of  Texas.  Your 
grandfather  investigated  and  decided  that  the  reports 
were  well  founded.  He  purchased  a  large  amount  of 
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land  at  Webb  Station,  Texas,  about  twenty  miles  north 
of  Laredo,  hired  a  sizeable  crew  of  Mexican  laborers, 
and  began  his  onion-raising  venture.  This  was,  indeed, 
a  wild  country  back  in  those  days  and  we  had  quite  a 
number  of  harrowing  experiences  with  coyotes,  rattle¬ 
snakes,  tarantulas,  and  other  varmints.  The  weather 
man  failed  to  co-operate  in  your  grandfather’s  onion¬ 
raising  venture  and,  after  three  years  of  drought,  this 
move  proved  disastrous  in  a  financial  way.  In  1913, 
John  Hill  moved  his  family  back  to  El  Dorado,  Ar¬ 
kansas,  where  he  remained  until  his  death  on  January 
3,  1919.  His  later  years  were  devoted  chiefly  to  trad¬ 
ing  in  land,  although  he  engaged  in  farming  activities 
on  occasions.  At  one  time  he  was  one  of  the  largest  land 
owners  in  Union  County,  Arkansas.  During  the  years 
following  the  oil  boom  in  1920,  numerous  oil  wells 
have  been  completed  on  acreage  once  owned  by  him. 

Your  grandfather  Hill  was  of  slender  frame,  but 
quite  active,  mentally  and  physically.  He  was  possessed 
of  a  keen  sense  of  wit  and  highly  respected  by  all  who 
knew  him.  He  was  exceedingly  devoted  to  his  family, 
but  never  hesitated  in  resorting  to  the  good  old-fash¬ 
ioned  method  of  disciplining  us  children  when  we  were 
disobedient. 
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THE  COULTHARDS 

Your  grandmother,  Mary  Jane  Hilly  was  born  Octo¬ 
ber  28,  1851,  in  St.  Clair  County,  Missouri,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Joseph  and  Catherine  Trexiel  Coulthard. 

Her  father,  Joseph  Coidthardy  was  born  June  9, 
1827,  in  Westmoorland  County,  northern  England.  In 
1829,  when  Joseph  was  still  an  infant,  his  parents, 
Thomas  and  Esther  Craig  Coulthard,  came  to  America 
and  settled  near  Wyethville,  Virginia.  His  father, 
Thomas  Coulthard,  apparently  died  in  Virginia  a  few 
years  thereafter.  The  family*  consisted  of  five  sons, 
John,  Jacob,  Tom,  Jr.,  Adam  and  Joseph,  and  four 
daughters,  Mary,  Margaret,  Tamer  and  Esther. 

The  Coulthard  daughters  were  refined,  cultured 
women.  Mary  married  John  Hodgson ;  Margaret,  a 
Mr.  Slossj  Tamer’s  husband  was  a  Mr.  Ricker ;  and  Es¬ 
ther  married  Andrew  Yonce. 

The  Coulthard  sons,  with  the  exception  of  Joseph, 
did  not  marry  and  were  rough  and  ready  men  of  early 
frontier  life. 

In  1  838,  Esther  Craig  Coulthard  and  her  family 
moved  to  Missouri  and  established  a  home  on  a  farm 
near  Taborville.  The  following  excerpts  from  the  “His- 
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tory  of  Henry  and  St.  Clair  Counties,  1  883”,  at  pages 
842-844,  are  of  interest: 

“From  the  Appleton  Journal  of  June  2,  1882,  is 
taken  the  following  interesting  narrative  of  the 
arrival  and  settlement  of  four  families  in  the  year 
1838,  who  have  left  their  mark  upon  the  material 
prosperity  of  St.  Clair  County.  *  *  * 

“  ‘It  is  a  duty  that  we  owe  to  the  memory  of  those 
enterprising  and  hardy  people,  who  had  the  courage 
to  leave  the  older  settlements  with  all  their  com¬ 
forts  and  conveniences,  and  push  boldly  out  into 
the  desolate  western  wilds  to  open  the  way  for  the 
thousands  that  should  follow  them,  that  a  record 
should  be  kept  of  their  doings  and  the  credit  due 
them  be  duly  accorded  for  their  achievements.  But 
a  few  of  them  now  remain  to  tell  the  story.  Among 
the  number  are  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andrew  Yonce,  of 
Taber  Township,  in  this  county.  *  *  * 

“  ‘Andrew  Yonce  was  born  in  Virginia  April  3, 
1810.  Esther  Cruthaid  (now  Mrs.  Yonce)  was  born 
in  England  November  25,  1814.  With  her  father’s 
family  she  came  to  Virginia  in  1829;  married  Mr. 
Yonce  November  10,  1836.  *  *  * 

“  ‘A  party  was  made  up  in  1838,  consisting  of 
four  families,  to  commence  a  settlement  in  the  wilds 
of  Western  Missouri. 

“  ‘Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yonce,  with  their  first  baby ; 
Widow  Cruthaid  (Mrs.  Yonce’s  mother),  with  six 
unmarried  children;  John  Hodgson  and  wife  (the 
latter  a  daughter  of  Mrs.  Cruthaid),  with  their 
three  children,  and  James  Rickey,  wife  and  two 
children,  made  up  the  party.  *  *  * 

“  ‘Our  emigrants  reached  Monegaw  Creek  in 
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what  was  then  Rives  County,  now  St.  Clair  County, 

a  little  before  Christmas,  and  were  so  well  pleased 

with  the  country  that  they  decided  to  settle  there. 
*  *  * 

“  ‘There  were  no  settlers  on  the  creek.  *  *  * 

They  built  log  cabins  with  stick  chimneys,  general¬ 
ly  with  one  room ;  had  no  glass  for  windows ;  lived 
with  mother  earth  for  a  floor  for  the  first  year. 
As  no  sawed  lumber  could  be  obtained,  they  were 
obliged  to  make  puncheon  floors.  *  *  * 

“  ‘Of  the  six  unmarried  children  brought  here  by 
Widow  Cruthaid,  John  died  in  1852;  Jacob  now 
lives  with  Andrew  Yonce;  Thomas  lives  on  Mone- 
gaw  Creek;  Joseph  died  in  1858,  and  Adam  died  in 
1859;  Margaret  married  a  Mr.  Sloss,  an  uncle  of 
our  former  townsman.  She  is  now  a  widow,  and 
lives  in  Texas.'  ” 

At  page  1224  of  the  above  history,  the  biography  of 
Andrew  Yonce  includes  the  following: 

“*  *  *  November  10,  1836,  he  married  to 

Miss  Esther  Coulthard,  and  in  1838  they  moved  to 
St.  Clair  County,  Missouri,  locating  on  Big  Mone- 
gaw,  three  miles  northeast  of  where  he  now  resides. 
*  *  *  Mrs.  Yonce  was  born  in  England,  Nov¬ 

ember  25,  1814.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Ester  (Craig)  Coulthard,  who  crossed  the  sea  with 
nine  children  in  1829,  and  located  in  Wythe  Coun¬ 
ty,  Virginia.  *  *  *” 

(You  will  observe  that  the  Appleton  Journal  referred 
to  Esther  (Craig)  Coulthard  as  the  Widow  Cruthaid 
a  misspelling  of  the  name  Coulthard.) 
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Your  great-grandmother,  Catherine  Trexiel  C (mi¬ 
lliard)  was  born  in  Ohio,  the  daughter  of  Daniel  Trexiel 
(born  1802)  and  Sarah  Trexiel  (born  1802  and  died 
1835).  The  date  of  Catherine’s  birth  is  not  available, 
but  she  died  February  9,  1876.  She  had  two  brothers, 
Ebinezer  Trexiel,  who  was  born  in  1  829,  and  Benjamin 
Reed  Trexiel,  who  was  born  in  1835  and  died  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year.  Ebinezer  was  a  typical  frontiersman.  He 
made  periodic  trips  beyond  the  frontier,  exploring, 
hunting  and  fishing.  He  Jived  among  the  Indians  on 
these  trips.  Fie  did  not  return  from  his  last  trip  and  it 
is  not  known  what  happened  to  him. 

Catherine  Trexiel  was  twice  married.  Her  first  hus¬ 
band  was  your  great-grandfather,  Joseph  Coulthara l, 
and  three  children  were  born  to  this  marriage,  namely: 

1.  MARY  JANE  COULTITARD  (your  grand¬ 
mother). 

2.  Adam  Clark  Coulthardy  born  1854;  date  of  death 
not  known;  married  Ellen  A.  Osborne.  They  had  as 
issue  two  daugters: 

(a)  Minnie  Minerva ,  born  in  1884,  and  she  mar¬ 
ried  William  Hall  in  1914.  They  had  as  issue  Annabel 
Hall  (born  1916),  Eleanor  Ruth  Hall  (born  1918) 
and  Henry  Benton  Hall  (born  1921). 

(b)  Elsie  Coulthardy  who  resides  in  Fresno,  Cali¬ 
fornia. 


3.  John  Thomas  Coulthardy  born  1 856;  date  of  death 
not  known;  married  Elsie  Jane  Thompson.  Their  issue: 
(a)  Elva  Clarinda  Coulthardy  born  1890,  untnar- 
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ried,  and  she  lives  with  her  sister,  Lois,  in  the  family 
home  at  Modesto,  California. 

(b)  Agnes  Minerva ,  born  1892;  died  in  infancy. 

(c)  Anna  Gracey  born  1894;  died  in  infancy. 

(d)  John  Thomas  Coulthard ,  born  1903,  unmar¬ 
ried.  He  is  a  commercial  artist  and  photographer,  and 
lives  in  San  Francisco. 

(e)  Lois  Elizabeth  Coulthard ,  born  1906,  unmar¬ 
ried,  and  she  lives  in  Modesto,  California. 

The  second  husband  of  Catherine  Trexiel  was  Steven 
Baker,  a  teacher.  In  the  autumn  of  1861,  Steven  Baker, 
who  was  a  northern  sympathizer  during  the  Civil  War, 
was  compelled  to  leave  Missouri.  He  took  his  family 
and  a  part  of  his  household  goods  and  spent  the  winter 
at  Hill’s  Corner,  Berian  County,  Michigan.  While  en- 
route  they  encountered  heavy  rains  at  La  Salle,  Illinois, 
and  the  household  goods  became  wet  and  moulded.  The 
family  Bible,  which  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Mrs. 
Minnie  Coulthard  Hall,  of  Modesto,  California,  was 
damaged. 

The  children  of  Catherine  Trexiel  and  Steven  Baker 
were: 

1.  Don  Wells  Baker ,  born  1861 ;  died  in  infancy. 

2.  Artemi ssa  Catherine  Bakery  born  1864;  married 
Ed  A.  David  in  Missouri  in  1879.  During  the  year 
1  885  they  migrated  to  California.  Their  children  were 
Charles ,  Catherine ,  A rtiey  Maude t  and  two  sons  whose 
names  I  do  not  know. 
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MARY  JANE  COULTHARD  HILL 

Your  grandmother  Hill  was  about  five  feet,  two  inch¬ 
es,  in  stature,  pleasingly  plump,  and  always  neat  in  ap¬ 
pearance.  She  was  reserved  in  manner  but  quite  affable 
towards  everyone  in  her  presence.  She  was  possessed  of 
the  sweetest  disposition  of  any  person  I  have  ever  known 
and  1  cannot  recall  having  ever  seen  her  in  an  angry 
mood.  She  was  an  exceptional  old-fashioned  mother, 
kind,  gentle  and  forbearing  with  her  host  of  children ; 
tireless  and  diligent  in  the  affairs  of  her  household;  a 
wonderful  cook  and  housekeeper;  a  boon  to  her  children 
to  whom  she  read  stories,  heard  their  prayers  at  her 
knee  before  they  went  to  bed,  and  taught  her  daughters 
to  sew,  cook  and  be  neat  housekeepers.  Her  home  re¬ 
sponsibilities  were  uppermost  in  her  life.  As  the  family 
increased,  her  patience  was  taxed  but  never  ruffled.  We 
children  regarded  her  with  utmost  respect  and  adora¬ 
tion. 

Shortly  after  the  death  of  your  grandfather  Hill,  her 
health  began  to  fail  and  she  died  on  April  4,  1921 .  She 
and  her  companion  of  more  than  fifty  years  are  buried 
side-by-side  in  the  family  burial  plot  in  the  Woodlawn 
Cemetery,  El  Dorado,  Arkansas. 
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THE  HILLS 

Your  grandparents,  JOHN  HILL  and  MARi 
JANE  COULTHARD,  were  married  at  her  home 
near  Taborville,  Missouri,  on  September  20,  1869.  To 
them  is  due  the  honor  of  having  the  largest  family  of 
all  the  descendants  of  Jean  Brown. 

Twelve  children  were  born  to  this  couple.  Four  of 
them  died  in  infancy,  namely:  Joseph  (born  1870;  died 
1871),  Frederick  (born  1874:  died  1875),  John  Clark 
(born  1881  ;  died  1882)  and  Robert  (born  1891 ;  died 
shortly  thereafter). 

The  eight  children  who  survived  are: 

1.  GEORGE  HILL 

Your  Uncle  George,  whom  you  know  by  the  more 
affectionate  name  of  “Dordie”,  was  born  in  St.  Clair 
County,  Missouri,  on  August  25,  1872.  He  has  resided, 
with  your  Aunt  Jo  since  the  death  of  his  parents.  He 
has  been  afflicted  with  a  shriveled  arm  and  leg  on  his 
left  side  since  early  childhood,  possibly  the  result  of  the 
dreadful  malady,  polio,  which  was  not  generally  known 
to  medical  science  back  in  those  days.  In  spite  of  his 
eighty-nine  years,  he  is  still  mentally  alert,  very  much 
of  a  sports  fan,  and  enjoys  his  television  programs. 
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Physically,  he  was  quite  active  until  the  winter  of 
1926  when  he  slipped  on  the  frozen  ground  and  suf¬ 
fered  a  severe  fracture  of  his  crippled  left  hip. 

As  a  young  man,  he  assisted  his  father  with  the  farm¬ 
ing  and  livestock  activities  in  southwest  Missouri.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  early  part  of  this  century,  when  the  Indian  Ter¬ 
ritory  of  Oklahoma  was  admitted  to  the  Union  as  a 
state,  lie  joined  the  hordes  of  prospective  settlers  in  the 
“drive”  for  new  land;  however,  due  to  his  physical 
handicap  and  the  terrific  pace  set  by  the  “land-grab¬ 
bers”,  he  was  compelled  to  withdraw  and  return  home. 
Shortly  thereafter,  he  went  to  Warren,  Arkansas,  and 
operated  a  bottling  works  for  some  three  or  four  years, 
after  which  he  returned  to  El  Dorado,  Arkansas,  and 
joined  his  father  in  the  Texas  onion-raising  venture. 
After  his  return  to  El  Dorado,  he  obtained  employment 
with  the  school  system  as  supervisor  of  buildings  and 
grounds.  He  continued  in  this  capacity  until  his  unfor¬ 
tunate  accident  in  1926. 

“Dordie”  is  a  bachelor,  has  a  pleasing,  friendly  dis¬ 
position,  and  has  always  been  a  favorite  with  his  nieces 
and  nephews. 

2.  MARTHA  BROWN  HILL 

Your  Aunt  Martha  was  born  January  14,  1876,  in 
St.  Clair  County,  Missouri,  and  died  in  California  on 
May  18,  1956.  She  was  a  lovable,  cultured  lady  and  a 
fine  mother. 

She  married  Stephen  Decatur  van  Benthuysen  on 
August  7,  1894.  Uncle  Steve  was  a  highly  educated 
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man  and  was  professor  at  the  Appleton  City  (Missouri) 
Academy  and  other  institutions  of  higher  learning.  He 
was  Dean  at  Dakota  Wesleyan  University,  Mitchell, 
South  Dakota,  at  the  time  of  his  death  on  September  7, 
1917.  His  genealogy  is  traced  back  to  Paulus  Marteusa 
van  Benthuysen,  who  came  to  America  in  the  year  1635 
from  Benthieuzen,  Holland,  from  which  the  name  van 
Benthuysen  was  derived. 

Five  children  were  born  to  the  union  of  Martha  and 
Stephen  D.  van  Benthuysen,  one  of  whom  died  in  in¬ 
fancy  and  is  buried  in  the  Hill  family  burial  lot  in  the 
Woodlawn  Cemetery,  El  Dorado,  Arkansas.  The  four 
who  survive  are: 

A.  Harry  Hill  van  Benthuysen,  born  February 
15,  1896,  in  Rich  Hill,  Missouri.  He  graduated  from 
Mitchell,  South  Dakota,  High  School  in  1915.  That 
same  year  he  won  distinction  in  the  sports  world 
by  winning  the  national  one  mile  track  event  for 
high  schools  at  Stagg’s  Interscholastic  Track  Meet 
held  at  the  University  of  Chicago.  Harry  served 
with  the  United  States  Armed  Forces  in  World  War 
I.  Since  his  graduation  from  high  school,  he  has 
been  engaged  in  the  retail  shoe  business.  He  and 
his  family  moved  from  Mitchell,  South  Dakota,  to 
Los  Angeles,  California,  in  1925,  where  he  contin¬ 
ued  in  the  shoe  business.  Since  1949  he  has  been 
the  owner  of  “Harry  Van  —  Fine  Shoes,  Inc.”, 
located  in  Westchester,  a  suburb  of  Los  Angeles. 

Harry  and  Opal  Donazella  Lafferty  were  married 
at  Alexandria,  South  Dakota,  on  August  28,  1917. 
Opal  was  born  May  23,  1897,  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa, 
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and  graduated  from  Mitchell,  South  Dakota,  High 
School  in  1915.  Her  paternal  grandparents  were 
born  in  Tipperary  County,  Ireland,  and  her  uncle, 
Michael  Devitt,  was  a  noted  Irish  statesman.  Opal 
majored  in  public  speaking  in  school  and  has  excel¬ 
lent  talent  in  dramatics.  She  is  due  much  credit  for 
the  stage  success  of  her  daughter,  Shirley. 

Harry  and  Opal  have  one  child,  Shirley  Aldora, 
who  was  born  August  12,  1923,  at  Mitchell,  South 
Dakota,  and  graduated  from  Los  Angeles  High 
School  in  1941.  Shirley  married  Donald  Lee  Mc- 
Neese  on  December  20,  1946,  and  they  have  three 
children,  Van  Scott  (born  August  6,  1948),  Dona 
Lee  (born  March  18,  1952)  and  Tyler  Charles  (born 
April  7,  1953).  Donald  Lee  McNeese  was  a  Captain 
in  the  United  States  Air  Force  during  World  War 
II,  and  for  the  past  ten  years  has  been  an  account 
executive  with  the  Wall  Street  stock  brokerage  firm 
of  Merrill,  Lynch,  Pierce,  Fenner  and  Smith.  Shir- 
\ey  and  Donald  reside  at  27  Morton  Drive,  Ramsey, 
New  Jersey. 

Shirley  was  endowed  with  exceptional  talents. 
She  was  engenue  lead  in  several  San  Francisco  light 
operas  at  the  beginning  of  World  War  II  and  during 
the  war  she  was  the  leading  lady  in  a  Roxy  Theatre 
production  which  toured  army  camps  in  every  state 
of  the  Union  under  the  auspices  of  the  U.S.O.  She 
was  engenue  lead  in  the  two  popular  George  Abbott 
productions,  “Billion  Dollar  Baby”  and  “Barefoot 
Boy  with  Cheek”,  both  of  which  ran  for  a  full  sea¬ 
son  in  New  York  City.  She  made  a  personal  appear¬ 
ance  on  the  “Ed  Sullivan  Show”  and  numerous  ap¬ 
pearances  at  Radio  City  Music  Hall  and  the  Para¬ 
mount  Theatre  in  New  York  City. 

The  address  of  Harry  and  Opal  van  Benthuysen 
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is  937  South  Masselin  Avenue,  Los  Angeles  36, 
California. 

B.  Howard  Clayton  van  Bentliuysen,  born  Decem¬ 
ber  23,  1897,  in  Rich  Hill,  Missouri.  He  graduated 
from  Mitchell,  South  Dakota,  High  School  in  1916. 
He  served  with  the  56th  Anti-Aircraft  Searchlight 
unit  during  World  War  I  and  was  awarded  three 
campaign  stars.  His  company  participated  in  the 
Argonne  and  Somme  campaigns,  both  of  which  were 
fiercely  fought  battles  but  ended  decisively  in  favor 
of  the  Allied  forces.  Howard’s  unit  lost  27  men  in 
these  engagements  and  was  awarded  the  Croix  de 
Guerre  citation  by  the  French  government.  In  1942 
Howard  was  elected  Commander  of  American  Le¬ 
gion  Post  No.  27,  Kankakee,  Illinois.  During  his  ad¬ 
ministration  this  Post  passed  a  resolution  which 
admitted  World  War  II  members  of  the  armed 
forces  to  membership  in  the  American  Legion,  thus 
setting  a  precedent  which  has  been  followed  by  the 
other  posts  in  this  country. 

Howard  married  Edna  Laura  DuCharme  about 
the  year  1919.  Edna  was  born  in  Kniman,  Indiana, 
on  June  4,  1899.  She  is  every  bit  as  attractive  and 
charming  as  her  maiden  name  implies.  She  has  al¬ 
ways  been  an  active  worker  in  church  and  civic 
affairs  of  her  community.  She  and  Howard  have 
been  active  workers  in  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter  Day  Saints  (Mormon)  in  recent  years. 
They  have  no  children. 

Howard  and  Edna  reside  at  187  North  Chicago 
Avenue,  Kankakee,  Illinois. 

C.  Helen  Laird  van  Benthuysen ,  born  May  4.  1902, 
in  Onarga,  Illinois,  graduated  from  Dakota  Wes¬ 
leyan  Academy,  Mitchell,  South  Dakota,  in  1920. 
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In  1924  she  received  her  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree 
from  Dakota  Wesleyan  University,  majoring  in 
French  and  Spanish.  She  taught  Spanish  and  Eng¬ 
lish  in  the  high  school  at  Fulton,  South  Dakota, 
from  1924  to  1926. 

Helen  and  Nels  Herning  Nelson  were  married  at 
Mitchell,  South  Dakota,  on  August  28,  1926.  Her¬ 
ning  attended  Dakota  Wesleyan  University  one  year, 
then  received  an  appointment  to  the  United  States 
Naval  Academy  at  Annapolis,  Maryland.  He  grad¬ 
uated  from  the  Naval  Academy  on  June  3,  1926,  and 
was  appointed  Second  Lieutenant  in  the  United 
States  Marine  Corps.  His  thirty  years  of  service  in 
the  Marine  Corps  took  him  to  many  places:  New 
London,  Connecticut;  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania; 
Parris  Island,  South  Carolina;  Pensacola,  Florida; 
Managua,  Nicaragua;  Brooklyn,  New  York;  Fort 
Monmouth,  New  Jersey;  San  Diego,  California; 
Port-au-Prince,  Haiti;  Quantico,  Virginia;  Shang¬ 
hai,  China ;  Washington,  D.  C. ;  San  Francisco,  Cal¬ 
ifornia;  and  numerous  battle  stations  in  the  South 
Pacific  theatre  of  operations  during  World  War  II. 
He  participated  in  five  major  battles  in  the  Pacific 
theatre  during  World  War  II.  Among  his  fifteen 
decorations  are  two  Legion  of  Merit  awards,  the 
Bronze  Star,  and  the  Haitian  Legion  of  Honor  and 
Merit.  He  retired  on  July  1,  1956,  in  the  grade  of 
Major  General. 

Helen  and  Herning  are  permanently  settled  at 
111  Overbrook  Road,  Fairfax,  Virginia. 

The  Nelsons  have  one  child,  Martha  Ann,  who 
was  born  at  Parris  Island,  South  Carolina,  on  May 
27,  1928.  She  graduated  from  Western  High  School, 
Washington,  D.  C.,  in  1945,  and  attended  Oberlin 
College  in  Ohio  from  1945  to  1947.  She  received  her 
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Bachelor  of  Science  degree  from  Northwestern  Uni¬ 
versity  in  August,  1949,  with  Psychology  as  her 
major.  Between  the  years  1951  and  1957,  Martha 
Ann  was  an  adult  education  teacher  in  “Parent  Par¬ 
ticipation”  and  “Parent  Observation”  classes  in  Oak¬ 
land  and  San  Diego,  California.  She  received  her 
Master  of  Science  degree  in  Psychology  from  San 
Diego  State  College  in  1961. 

Martha  Ann  married  Paul  Marshman  Carrick, 
Jr.,  on  July  28,  1947.  They  have  two  children,  Paul 
Marshman  Carrick  III  (born  March  9,  1948)  and 
Laura  Ann  Carrick  (born  November  10,  1951). 

Paul  served  with  the  United  States  Navy  in  the 
Pacific  theatre  of  operations  during  World  War  II. 
He  graduated  from  Northwestern  University,  Evan¬ 
ston,  Illinois,  in  June,  1949,  where  he  received  his 
Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  Economics.  In  1956  he 
received  his  Doctor  of  Philosophy  degree  in  Eco¬ 
nomics  from  the  University  of  California  at  Ber¬ 
keley.  Paul  was  an  instructor  in  the  Marketing  De¬ 
partment  at  the  University  of  Texas  in  1954  and 
1955,  and  at  San  Diego  State  College  from  1955  to 
1958.  He  is  now  Senior  Reliability  Engineer  with 
General  Dynamics-Astronautics  in  San  Diego,  Cal¬ 
ifornia. 

D.  John  Coulthard  van  Benthuysen,  born  Septem¬ 
ber  16,  1905,  at  Onarga,  Illinois;  graduated  from 
high  school  at  Mitchell,  South  Dakota,  in  1923  and 
attended  Dakota  Wesleyan  University.  For  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  he  was  manager  of  the  Woolworth  De¬ 
partment  Store  in  Mitchell;  then  moved  to  Califor¬ 
nia  about  1927  and  continued  in  this  same  type  of 
work. 

John  and  Lina  Catherine  Barnes  were  married 
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about  the  year  1926.  Lina  was  born  April  22,  1906, 
the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  Barnes  of 
Claremont,  South  Dakota.  She  graduated  from 
Claremont  High  School  in  1923,  attended  Dakota 
Wesleyan  University  in  1924,  and  graduated  from 
Aberdeen  (South  Dakota)  Normal  in  1926,  major¬ 
ing  in  education. 

John  and  Lina  reside  at  7754  Texhoma  Avenue, 
Northridge,  California.  They  have  two  children, 
namely : 

(1)  Robert  Lewis  van  Benthuysen,  born  Novem¬ 
ber  4,  1927,  at  San  Diego,  California.  Robert  grad¬ 
uated  from  Van  Nuys  (California)  High  School  in 
1946.  He  served  four  years  in  the  United  States 
Marine  Corps  and  received  his  honorable  discharge 
in  November,  1949,  but  was  recalled  to  active  duty 
in  August,  1950,  and  served  sixteen  months  in  the 
Korean  campaign  in  the  grade  of  Master  Sergeant. 
He  is  a  licensed  Civil  Engineer  in  the  State  of  Cali¬ 
fornia  and  is  presently  engaged  as  a  surveyor.  Rob¬ 
ert  married  Marilyn  Missimore  on  May  4,  1948,  and 
they  have  two  children,  Christine  Ann  (born  July 
30,  1952,  in  Van  Nuys,  California)  and  Nets  Kevin 
(born  August  10,  1954,  in  Van  Nuys). 

(2)  Joan  Elizabeth  van  Benthuysen,  born  Au¬ 
gust  13,  1937,  in  Pasadena,  California;  graduated 
from  Van  Nuys  High  School  in  1956.  Joan  is  an  ex¬ 
pert  equestrienne  and  has  been  a  member  of  the 
San  Fernando  Valley  “Valleyettes”  for  the  past  ten 
years.  This  organization  is  a  renowned  all-girl 
troupe  which  has  performed  on  numerous  occasions 
in  the  colorful  Hollywood  Boulevard  Christmas  pa¬ 
rade  and  in  the  famous  Rose  Bowl  parade  in  Pasa¬ 
dena,  California,  on  New  Year’s  Day.  She  has  won 
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many  ribbons  in  other  equestrienne  events  with  her 
two  perfectly  matched  Pinto  ponies. 

Joan  married  Carl  Henry  Storgaard  on  Septem¬ 
ber  21,  1957.  Carl  was  born  December  28,  1987,  and 
is  a  direct  descendant  of  a  Danish  nobleman.  He 
graduated  from  Seattle  (Washington)  High  School 
and  served  four  years  in  the  Marine  Air  Wing.  He 
is  a  hydraulic  technician  and  recognized  as  an  ex¬ 
pert  in  his  field  of  endeavor.  Joan  and  Carl  have 
two  children,  namely,  Catherine  Jean  (born  June 
19,  1958,  at  Tustin,  California)  and  Jill  Lynn  (born 
November  18,  1959,  at  Northridge,  California). 

Robert  and  Marilyn  van  Benthuysen  reside  at 
17215  Saticoy,  Van  Nuys,  California ;  and  Joan  and 
Henry  Storgaard  live  at  7755  Encine,  Northridge, 
California. 


3.  KATHERINE  MABEL  HILL 

Your  Aunt  Kate  was  born  November  26,  1877,  at 
Taborville,  Missouri,  and  educated  at  the  Appleton 
City  (Missouri)  Academy.  She  is  a  highly  refined  lady 
with  a  lovable  disposition  and  is  quite  popular  with  her 
family  and  many  friends.  Kate  has  always  been  an  ac¬ 
tive  worker  in  her  church  and  in  the  social  affairs  of  her 
community.  During  World  War  II,  while  living  in 
Philadelphia,  she  worked  with  the  Red  Cross  and  other 
service  organizations,  for  which  she  was  awarded  cita¬ 
tions  by  both  the  American  and  English  governments 
for  meritorious  service. 

In  1904,  Kate  married  William  Lincoln  Giles,  a 
jolly,  affable  gentleman  who  was  a  successful  salesman. 
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Following  Uncle  Billy’s  death  on  September  19,  1917, 
Kate  worked  for  many  years  as  a  photographer  at 
Duke’s  Studio  in  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  raised  her  two 
children  and  gave  them  a  college  education.  She  has 
never  remarried  and  is  presently  living  with  her  daugh¬ 
ter  and  son-in-law,  Nell  and  Bob  Ahern,  at  4  Murdoch 
Road,  Natick,  Massachusetts. 

Two  children  were  born  to  the  union  of  Kate  and 
William  L.  Giles,  namely: 

A.  Nell  Sarah  Giles,  born  June  26,  1907,  at  Okla¬ 
homa  City,  Oklahoma;  graduated  from  Little  Rock 
(Arkansas)  High  School  in  1925  and  from  Hendrix 
College,  Conway,  Arkansas,  in  1929  where  she  was 
awarded  the  Friendship  medal  in  English.  She 
worked  in  the  advertising  department  of  M.  M. 
Cohn  Company  at  Little  Rock  until  about  1933,  then 
went  to  Boston,  Massachusetts,  where  she  ..handled 
fashion  advertising  for  a  large  department  store. 
In  1936  she  made  a  five-week  tour  of  Europe.  Upon 
her  return,  she  went  to  work  for  the  Boston  Globe 
and  gained  valuable  experience  for  her  later  career 
as  a  writer. 

In  1940  Nell  wrote  a  travel  article  which  was  ac¬ 
cepted  by  Harper’s  Bazaar  magazine  for  its  Octo¬ 
ber  issue.  She  is  well  known  as  the  author  of  the 
“Susan”  series,  her  first  book,  “Susan,  be  Smooth”, 
having  been  published  in  September,  1940.  This  was 
followed  by  several  other  books  of  that  series  which 
offer  guidance  to  teenagers,  the  latest  of  which  is 
“Teen  Age  Living”,  published  by  Houghton  Miflin 
in  March,  1960.  During  the  early  1940s  she  served 
on  the  staff  of  Ladies  Home  Journal,  at  Philadel- 
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phia,  as  a  feature  writer.  During  World  War  II  she 
was  among  about  twenty  men  and  women  who  were 
selected  to  attend  a  flying  school  at  Kansas  City, 
Missouri,  and  was  one  of  the  four  of  that  group  who 
received  “wings.”  Most  of  her  career  has  been  de¬ 
voted  to  free-lance  writing  and  she  has  had  numer¬ 
ous  short  stories  and  articles  published  in  the  Ford 
Times  and  other  magazines. 

In  1947  Nell  married  Robert  L.  M.  Ahern,  who 
is  now  Promotion  and  Public  Relations  Manager 
for  the  Boston  Globe.  Bob  served  in  the  United 
States  Army  during  World  War  II  and  participated 
in  several  campaigns  in  the  European  theater  of 
operations.  Bob  and  Nell  have  no  children. 

B.  William  Lincoln  Giles,  Jr.,  born  July  5,  1911, 
at  Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma ;  attended  public  school 
in  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  and  graduated  from  Little 
Rock  High  School  in  1928.  He  attended  Arkansas 
Poly  technical  College  at  Russellville  his  first  two 
years,  then  transferred  to  the  University  of  Arkan¬ 
sas  where  he  graduated  with  honors  in  1934  with 
a  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  in  Agriculture.  In 
1935  he  received  his  Master  of  Science  degree  in 
botany  at  the  same  school.  The  following  year  he 
accepted  employment  with  the  U.  S.  Department  of 
Agriculture  and  established  and  was  made  mana¬ 
ger  of  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  Nursery  at 
Manhattan,  Kansas.  In  1939  he  was  named  mana¬ 
ger  of  the  National  Observational  Nursery,  Research 
Center,  Beltsville,  Maryland.  At  the  beginning  of 
World  War  II  he  enlisted  in  the  army  and  served 
until  1946  when  he  received  his  honorable  dis¬ 
charge.  While  stationed  at  Camp  Eustis,  Virginia, 
he  was  assigned  the  duty  of  supervising  the  land- 
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scaping  of  the  post  grounds.  Following  his  discharge 
from  the  army,  he  attended  the  University  of  Mis¬ 
souri  Graduate  School  and  in  1949  was  awarded 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Philosophy  in  Botany.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  next,  three  years  he  was  Associate  Professor 
of  Field  Crops  at  Mississippi  State  University,  in 
which  capacity  he  ably  assisted  in  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  Seed  Technology  Laboratory  which  has 
gained  a  world-wide  reputation  as  the  center  of 
seed  processing  research  and  training.  In  1952  he 
was  appointed  Superintendent  of  the  Delta  Branch 
Experiment  Station,  Stoneville,  Mississippi,  which 
is  perhaps  the  largest  cotton  research  center  in  the 
world.  On  February  1,  1961,  he  was  appointed  Vice 
President  for  Agriculture  and  Forestry  at  Missis¬ 
sippi  State  University,  Starkville,  Mississippi.  Wil¬ 
liam  has  received  numerous  awards  for  outstanding 
work  and  achievement  in  his  chosen  field  of  en¬ 
deavor.  In  1950  he  was  awarded  the  Certificate  of 
Merit  by  the  Mississippi  Seedmen’s  Association  for 
his  contribution  to  the  seed  industry.  In  1960  he 
was  named  “Man  of  the  Year  for  Mississippi  Agri¬ 
culture”  by  the  Progressive  Farmer  Magazine.  He 
is  a  member  of  four  national  honor  fraternities  and 
has  served  as  President  and  in  other  official  capa¬ 
cities  in  professional  and  civic  organizations. 

William  and  Jean  Presson  were  married  July  11, 
1946.  Jean  was  born  August  7,  1913,  at  Chester, 
Arkansas,  the  daughter  of  Glen  L.  and  Bernice  O. 
Presson.  She  attended  the  public  schools  of  Fort 
Smith,  Arkansas,  and  then  entered  the  University 
of  Arkansas  where  she  graduated  in  1934  with 
honors.  In  addition  to  her  outstanding  scholastic 
accomplishments  at  the  University,  she  was  se¬ 
lected  by  the  students  as  one  of  the  Yearbook  beau- 
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ties  and  served  as  President  of  the  Botany  Club. 
She  majored  in  English  and  Botany  and  taught  at 
Van  Buren  and  Fort  Smith  High  Schools  for  sev¬ 
eral  years  following  her  graduation  from  college. 
She  was  an  outstanding  science  teacher  and  influ¬ 
enced  many  young  people  to  go  to  college  and  train 
for  careers  in  science  and  medicine.  Since  her  mar¬ 
riage  with  William,  she  has  devoted  her  time  to  the 
enjoyable  task  of  making  a  wholesome  and  pleasant 
home  for  her  family. 

Jean’s  parents  were  pioneer  settlers  in  northwest 
Arkansas.  Her  mother,  Bernice  Oglesby  Presson, 
was  born  at  Gravette,  Arkansas,  and  has  always 
been  an  active  worker  in  the  Methodist  Church.  Her 
father,  Glen  L.  Presson,  was  born  at  Pittsburgh, 
Kansas,  and  for  many  years  was  Assistant  Super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Qentral  Division  for  the  Frisco 
Railroad  Company. 

The  issue  of  William  and  Jean  Giles  are:  Ginger 
Katherine  Giles,  born  February  4,  1949,  at  Colum¬ 
bia,  Missouri;  Richard  William  Giles ,  born  April  6, 
1951,  at  Starkville,  Mississippi;  and  John  Presson 
Giles,  born  June  7,  1952,  at  Leland,  Mississippi. 

William  and  Jean  Giles  reside  at  406  South  Jack- 
son  Street,  Starkville,  Mississippi,  and  are  active 
workers  in  the  Methodist  Church. 

4.  JOSEPHINE  BELLE  HILL 

This  is  your  Aunt  Jo.  I  was  born  October  26,  1879, 
at  Taborville,  St.  Clair  County,  Missouri;  graduated 
from  Appleton  City  Academy  in  1897;  then  took  a 
complete  business  course  at  Rich  Hill,  Missouri,  under 
the  supervision  of  my  brother-in-law,  Stephen  D.  van 
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Benthuysen.  In  1  899  your  Hill  grandparents  and  all  of 
us  children,  except  Martha  van  Benthuysen,  moved  to 
El  Dorado,  Arkansas.  In  1900  the  Self  Culture  Club 
was  organized  at  El  Dorado  and  your  Aunt  Kate  and  I 
were  two  of  the  eight  charter  members.  This  club  is  still 
quite  active  and  has  a  fine  membership.  In  1960  I  was 
admitted  to  membership  in  the  Daughters  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Revolution. 

My  only  marriage  was  with  Ivo  Magher  Miller  on 
November  11,  1903,  but  it  terminated  by  divorce  at 
Warren,  Arkansas,  in  August,  1907.  To  this  marriage 
two  children  were  born,  namely: 

A.  Josephine  Brown  Miller ,  born  August  20,  1904, 
at  El  Dorado,  Arkansas.  She  graduated  from  El 
Dorado  High  School  in  1923  as  valedictorian  of  her 
class,  and  from  Dakota  Wesleyan  University,  Mit¬ 
chell,  South  Dakota,  in  1927  with  second  highest 
scholastic  rating.  She  taught  in  El  Dorado  High 
School  for  three  semesters,  then  was  stricken  with 
the  dread  malady,  leukemia,  from  which  she  died 
on  May  4,  1929.  She  was  never  married. 

B.  William  Stephen  Miller,  generally  known  as 
Steve  Miller,  born  March  13,  1907,  at  Warren,  Ar¬ 
kansas.  Stephen  graduated  from  El  Dorado  High 
School  in  1926.  He  was  a  fine  athlete;  played  half¬ 
back  on  the  1924  football  team  that  won  the  Arkan¬ 
sas  high  school  championship,  and  was  captain  and 
shortstop  of  his  1926  baseball  team.  He  attended  the 
University  of  Arkansas  the  following  year.  Du  ring 
the  summer  months  he  worked  in  the  Smackover 
oil  field  and  played  semi-professional  baseball.  One 
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of  his  teammates  was  “Schoolboy”  Rowe,  who  later 
became  a  famous  pitcher  for  the  Detroit  “Tigers.” 
Stephen  first  aspired  to  be  a  professional  baseball 
player,  but  finally  decided  to  become  a  lawyer.  He 
worked  in  the  Chicago  law  office  of  his  Uncle  Frank 
Hill  for  a  year  and  a  half,  then  went  to  Colorado 
and  worked  his  way  through  two  more  years  of 
college.  He  never  graduated  from  college,  nor  at¬ 
tended  law  school,  but  continued  the  study  of  law 
during  his  spare  time.  He  obtained  employment 
with  an  oil  operator  in  Tyler,  Texas,  in  the  spring 
of  1933  and  was  admitted  to  the  Texas  Bar  in  1935. 
The  following  February  he  was  employed  by  the 
Clower  &  Sewell  law  firm  at  Tyler.  In  February, 
1941,  he  was  called  to  duty  in  the  army  and  served 
at  Fort  Crockett,  Texas,  until  the  following  Nov¬ 
ember  when  he  was  released.  After  the  Japanese 
bombed  Pearl  Harbor,  he  went  to  Fort  Sam  Houston 
and  enlisted  in  the  army.  In  early  1942  he  was  as¬ 
signed  to  the  41st  Division  and  sent  to  the  South¬ 
west  Pacific  theater  of  operations  where  he  served 
almost  thirty-three  months  and  participated  in  the 
Netherlands-East  Indies,  Papuan  (New  Guinea) 
and  Dutch  New  Guinea  campaigns  under  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  General  Douglas  MacArthur.  His  company 
was  awarded  the  Presidential  Unit  Citation  for 
meritorious  service  in  the  Papuan  campaign.  He 
received  his  officer’s  commission  at  Camp  Colum¬ 
bia,  near  Brisbane,  Australia,  in  early  1943.  He  was 
assigned  to  the  Judge  Advocate  General’s  Depart¬ 
ment  and  served  a  greater  part  of  his  remaining 
overseas  tour  of  duty  in  the  combat  areas  of  New 
Guinea  and  Dutch  New  Guinea.  Upon  his  return  to 
the  United  States  in  December,  1944,  he  was  sent 
to  the  rehabilitation  center  at  Miami,  Florida ;  then 
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to  the  Judge  Advocate  General’s  School  at  Ann  Ar¬ 
bor,  Michigan.  His  final  army  assignment  was  Fort 
Sill,  Oklahoma,  but  received  his  honorable  discharge 
in  October,  1045,  at  Camp  Robinson,  Arkansas. 

Upon  his  release  from  the  army  he  returned  to 
Tyler,  Texas,  and  resumed  the  practice  of  law,  and 
is  now  a  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Wilson,  Miller, 
Spivey  and  Steger.  He  served  as  President  of  the 
Smith  County  Bar  Association  during  the  1956- 
1957  term,  and  has  held  various  committee  assign¬ 
ments  on  the  State  Bar  of  Texas  and  the  Smith 
County  Bar  Association.  He  specializes  in  the  oil 
and  gas  practice  and  is  recognized  by  his  profession 
and  the  oil  fraternity  as  an  excellent  practitioner 
in  this  phase  of  the  law. 

Stephen  and  Thelma  Hollis  Niblack  (nee  Cooper) 
were  married  January  23,  1945,  at  Ann  Arbor, 
Michigan.  They  have  no  issue,  but  Thelma  has  two 
fine,  attractive  daughters  by  a  former  marriage, 
namely,  Jean  Elizabeth,  whose  husband,  Mack  Sam- 
ford,  is  presently  District  Geologist  for  Humble  Oil 
&  Refining  Company  at  Tyler,  Texas;  and  Sara 
Lucile  (Sally),  the  wife  of  William  G.  Wheat,  an 
owner  and  manager  of  the  Van  Horn  (Texas)  Hard¬ 
ware  and  Lumber  Company.  The  Samfords  have 
two  daughters,  Catherine  Sunday,  (born  October 
7,  1949,  at  Wichita  Falls,  Texas)  and  Sara  Lisbeth 
(born  November  28,  1956,  at  Tyler,  Texas).  The 
Wheats  also  have  two  daughters,  Catherine  (born 
January  27,  1947,  at  El  Paso,  Texas)  and  Elizabeth 
Jean  (born  July  5,  1951,  at  El  Paso). 

Thelma  is  an  exceedingly  attractive  and  gifted 
lady ;  an  excellent  cook  and  homemaker ;  a  talented 
painter  and  possessed  with  unusual  ability  in  the 
selection  of  colors  and  materials  for  home  decora- 


50 


tions  and  furnishings.  Her  hobby  is  the  collection 
and  refinishing  of  old  furniture.  She  designed  and 
decorated  the  beautiful  home  which  she  and  Ste¬ 
phen  built  the  past  year.  For  many  years  she  was 
recognized  as  one  of  the  outstanding  legal  secreta¬ 
ries  and  shorthand  reporters  of  East  Texas.  In 
1959-1960  she  served  as  President  of  the  Tyler  Law¬ 
yers’  Wives’  Club,  an  organization  composed  of 
about  100  lawyers’  wives. 

Thelma  traces  her  paternal  ancestry  back  to  Ma¬ 
li  nda  Amanda  Looney,  who  was  born  in  Cumberland 
Gap,  Tennessee,  and  married  an  Englishman,  Hugh 
A.  Cooper,  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  past  cen¬ 
tury.  Malinda  was  the  daughter  of  John  Looney,  a 
Cherokee  Indian  chief,  who  was  reputedly  the  son  of 
Enola  (Black  Fox),  another  chief  of  the  Tennessee 
Cherokee  Nation.  John  Looney  is  identified  in  “A 
History  of  Oklahoma”  as  one  of  the  Tennessee  Cher¬ 
okee  chiefs  who  dealt  with  the  United  States  gov¬ 
ernment  during  Andrew  Jackson’s  administration 
which  resulted  in  the  forced  removal  of  the  Cherokee 
Nation  from  its  lands  in  Tennessee,  Georgia,  the 
Carolinas,  and  Alabama  to  the  Indian  Territory  of 
Oklahoma.  Instead  of  following  the  “trail  of  tears” 
to  Oklahoma,  Hugh  and  Malinda  Cooper  first  went 
to  northern  Alabama,  then  migrated  to  East  Texas 
where  they  eventually  settled  in  Wood  County  and 
pre-empted  360  acres  of  land  on  which  Hugh  A. 
Cooper  acquired  a  patent  from  the  State  of  Texas 
in  1856.  This  survey  is  located  about  six  miles  south 
of  Winnsboro,  Texas,  on  the  present  highway  to 
Quitman.  The  grave  of  Malinda  Cooper,  located 
near  the  east  edge  of  the  highway,  is  an  old  land¬ 
mark  in  Wood  County. 

One  of  the  children  of  Hugh  and  Malinda  Cooper 
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was  Thelma’s  grandfather,  Burwell  Zachariah  Coop¬ 
er,  born  March  25,  1842,  in  Alabama,  who  served  in 
Hood’s  Texas  Brigade,  a  famous  Confederate  unit 
which  distinguished  itself  in  the  Civil  War.  He  died 
September  30,  1920,  at  Colorado  City,  Texas.  Thel¬ 
ma’s  father,  Thomas  Peyton  Cooper,  was  born  Jan¬ 
uary  29,  1871,  in  Wood  County,  Texas,  the  son  of 
B.  Z.  and  Lavara  Sephronia  Cooper  (nee  Ray).  He 
died  April  29,  1948,  and  is  buried  at  Lindale,  Texas. 

Thomas  P.  Cooper,  a  tall  (six  feet,  three  inches), 
handsome  and  well-educated  man,  was  an  old-time 
newspaper  publisher.  In  1896,  while  publisher  of 
the  newspaper  at  Colorado  City,  Texas,  he  met  Eu¬ 
genia  Isabel  Barron,  a  red-haired  beauty  from  East 
Texas,  who  was  visiting  a  sister  in  that  West  Texas 
town.  They  were  married  October  18,  1896.  Eugenia 
Isabel  Cooper  was  born  near  Lindale,  Texas,  on 
February  13,  1876,  the  seventh  daughter  of  Thomas 
Jefferson  and  Sara  Isabel  Barron  (nee  Tucker). 
Her  father,  Thomas  Jefferson  Barron,  was  origi¬ 
nally  from  Alabama,  served  in  Company  “B”,  8th 
Alabama  Infantry,  during  the  Civil  War,  was 
wounded  and  taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Get¬ 
tysburg. 

Five  children  were  born  to  the  union  of  Tom  P. 
and  Eugenia  Cooper,  namely,  Ray  Barron  Cooper 
and  Thomas  Peyton  Cooper,  Jr.,  both  now  deceased; 
Thelma  (Stephen’s  wife),  Isabel  Chapman  (who  re¬ 
sides  in  Tyler,  Texas)  and  Lucile  Cassity  (who  re¬ 
sides  in  Carthage,  Texas).  Mrs.  Cooper,  now  in  her 
eighty-seventh  year,  lives  in  Lindale,  Texas,  and  is 
remarkably  alert,  both  mentally  and  physically. 

Stephen  and  Thelma  are  active  workers  in  Saint 
Andrew’s  Episcopal  Church  and  reside  at  1507  Bel¬ 
mont  Drive,  Tyler,  Texas. 
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Following  my  divorce,  I  took  my  two  children  and 
jived  with  your  Hill  grandparents  during  the  ensuing- 
six  years.  Upon  our  return  from  Webb  Station,  Texas, 
in  1913,  I  taught  in  the  Smith  Avenue  (now  Retta 
Brown)  Grade  School  in  El  Dorado  for  three  years, 
then  accepted  a  job  as  bookkeeper  at  Ritchie  Grocer 
Company.  During  the  Smackover  oil  boom  in  the  early 
1920s  1  worked  at  the  First  National  Bank;  then  ac¬ 
cepted  the  job  of  bookkeeper  at  Griffin  Auto  Company. 
These  jobs  afforded  me  a  wide  scope  of  experience  and 
a  livelihood  for  myself  and  my  two  children.  But  school 
work  was  my  favorite  vocation,  to  which  I  returned  in 
1932  and  continued  until  my  retirement  at  the  age  of 
70  years.  Since  my  retirement  from  public  school  work 
I  have  been  engaged  in  tutoring,  and  these  have  been 
the  crowning  years  of  my  life.  It  has  been  my  privilege 
to  assist  many  fine  young  people  in  their  school  work, 
some  of  whom  have  already  completed  their  education 
and  are  now  finding  success  in  their  lines  of  endeavor. 
These  include  two  Chinese  brothers  ,  Jim  and  Joe  Wong, 
who  came  to  this  country  a  number  of  years  ago.  Jim 
graduated  from  El  Dorado  High  School  and  Louisiana 
Polytechnical  Institute,  Ruston,  Louisiana,  and  is  now 
taking  post-graduate  work.  Joe  graduated  from  El  Do¬ 
rado  High  School  and  is  now  a  successful  business  man 
in  El  Dorado.  Two  of  my  present  students  are  Joe’s 
wife  and  daughter,  Jean  and  Joan  Wong,  who  arrived 
in  this  country  the  past  year. 
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5.  FRANK  COULTHARD  HILL 


Your  Uncle  Frank  was  born  August  20,  1883,  at 
Taborville,  Missouri.  Fie  is  gifted  with  a  keen  mind  and 
pleasing  personality.  His  primary  education  was  ac¬ 
quired  at  Appleton  City,  Missouri,  and  El  Dorado,  Ar¬ 
kansas.  His  secondary  education  was  at  Grand  Prairie 
Seminary,  Onarga,  Illinois,  where  he  played  on  the 
football  team.  Upon  completion  of  his  schooling  at 
Grand  Prairie,  he  obtained  employment  with  the  Pull¬ 
man  Car  Company  at  Chicago,  Illinois,  during  which 
time  he  attended  night  law  school.  He  completed  his 
law  course,  obtained  his  Illinois  law  license,  and  opened 
his  law  office  in  Chicago  where  he  was  a  successful  prac¬ 
titioner  for  many  years.  He  was  recognized  as  an  out¬ 
standing  trial  lawyer.  He  is  now  retired. 

Frank  Plill  was  married  two  times.  His  first  marriage 
was  with  Georgia  Carpenter  and  ended  in  divorce  many 
years  ago.  No  issue  was  born  of  this  marriage.  His  sec¬ 
ond  marriage  was  with  a  lady  whose  first  name  was  Ida 
(I  do  not  have  her  last  name)  and  this  marriage  was  also 
terminated  by  divorce.  To  this  second  marriage,  one 
child  was  born,  namely,  Frank  Coulthard  Hilly  Jr.y 
who  is  now  12  years  old.  Young  Frank  is  an  excellent 
student  and  quite  athletic.  His  favorite  sport  is  baseball. 

6.  NELL  McCORMICK  HILL 

Aunt  Nell  was  born  November  8,  1885,  at  Tabor- 
vi lie,  Missouri,  and  died  December  9,  1937,  at  Little 
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Rock,  Arkansas.  She  had  a  pleasing  personality  and  was 
a  devoted  mother. 

Nell  Hill  and  Francis  Marion  Harper  were  married 
at  El  Dorado,  Arkansas,  in  1909.  Your  Uncle  Frank 
Harper  died  many  years  ago.  His  ancestry  is  traced  back 
to  John  Bunn,  of  Anglo-Saxon  origin,  who  came  to  Vir¬ 
ginia  in  the  year  1621. 

Two  children  were  born  to  the  union  of  Frank  and 
Nell  Harper,  namely: 

A.  Frances  Marian  Harper,  born  July  22,  1910, 
in  Laredo,  Webb  County,  Texas.  Her  elementary 
education  was  obtained  at  El  Dorado,  Arkansas,  and 
she  graduated  from  Little  Rock  (Arkansas)  High 
School  in  1928,  after  which  she  attended  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Arkansas,  majored  in  Home  Economics, 
and  graduated  in  1934.  During  the  following  eleven 
years  she  served  as  Home  Demonstration  Agent  for 
the  Arkansas  Agricultural  Extension  Service;  then 
attended  Columbia  University  and  l'eceived  her  Mas¬ 
ter  of  Arts  degree  in  1945.  Since  1952  she  has  been 
teaching  Home  Economics  at  the  Jefferson  Junior 
High  School  in  North  Little  Rock. 

Marian  and  William  John  Soast  were  married  in 
1947.  William  J.  Soast  was  born  May  12,  1900,  in 
Palmyra,  New  Jersey,  the  son  of  William  John  Soast 
and  Agnes  Boal  Soast.  He  attended  Columbia  Uni¬ 
versity  from  1918  to  1922,  then  was  engaged  in 
structural  engineering  work  until  1931.  He  became 
associated  with  the  Prudential  Insurance  Company 
and  sold  life  insurance  until  he  enlisted  in  the  United 
States  Army  in  1942.  During  his  employment  with 
the  insurance  company  he  attended  Temple  Univer- 
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sity  for  post-graduate  courses.  During  World  War 
II  he  served  in  the  Corps  of  Engineers  and  was  hon¬ 
orably  discharged  in  1946  in  the  grade  of  Captain. 
He  then  settled  in  Little  Rock  where  he  owned  and 
operated  a  tailor  shop  until  his  retirement  in  1959. 

Marian  and  Bill  Soast  have  no  children.  They  re¬ 
side  at  2212  Westover  Drive,  Little  Rock,  Arkansas. 

B.  Nell  Bunn  Harper ,  born  May  24,  1918,  in  El 
Dorado,  Arkansas ;  graduated  from  Little  Rock  High 
School  in  1931  and  attended  the  Draughon  School 
of  Business  in  that  cit3r. 

Nell  married  Richard  Samuel  Wallace  on  Novem¬ 
ber  11,  1939.  He  was  born  May  20,  1908,  in  Cabot, 
Arkansas,  and  graduated  from  the  Cabot  High 
School.  His  mother  was  first  cousin  of  the  late  Jo¬ 
seph  T.  Robinson,  a  renowned  Senator  from  the 
State  of  Arkansas.  Richard  is  Parking  Meter  Super¬ 
visor  for  the  city  of  North  Little  Rock  and  owns  the 
R.  S.  Wallace  Conoco  Service  Station  on  Highway 
No.  5. 

Nell  and  Richard  Wallace  have  three  children, 
namely: 

(1)  George  Kirk  Wallace,  born  August  15,  1942, 
in  Little  Rock,  Arkansas;  attended  the  North  Little 
Rock  schools  and  graduated  from  the  high  school 
there  in  May,  1960.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Honor  Society,  the  Tri  Chem  Club  and  The 
Key  Club,  the  latter  being  an  honor  organization  for 
boys  sponsored  by  the  Kiwanis  International.  The 
North  Little  Rock  Chamber  of  Commerce  awarded 
him  a  scholarship  for  his  outstanding  scholastic  ac¬ 
complishments.  He  is  now  a  Physics  major  at  the 
University  of  Arkansas. 
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(2)  Richard  Harper  Wallace,  born  November  28, 
1944,  in  Little  Rock,  Arkansas.  He  is  now  a  senior 
in  North  Little  Rock  High  School,  where  he  spe¬ 
cializes  in  Mechanical  Drawing  and  is  a  member  of 
the  high  school  band. 

(3)  Marian  Sue  Wallace,  born  October  15,  1952, 
in  Little  Rock,  Arkansas.  She  is  now  in  the  fourth 
grade  at  the  Park  Hill  Grade  School  in  North  Little 
Rock. 


7.  JANE  MAE  HILL 

Your  Aunt  Jennie  was  born  July  15,  1 888,  at  Tabor- 
ville,  Missouri,  and  received  her  education  in  the  schools 
of  Appleton  City,  Missouri,  and  El  Dorado,  Arkansas. 
Jennie  is  one  of  the  more  attractive  of  us  Hill  girls  and 
has  an  exceedingly  jolly  disposition.  She  is  a  fine  house¬ 
keeper  and  cook,  and  excels  as  a  seamstress.  She  resides 
in  Oroville,  California. 

Jennie  and  Maxwell  Rowland  Bryant  were  married 
at  Laredo,  Texas,  in  1911.  Your  Uncle  Max  was  born 
January  1,  1888,  at  El  Dorado,  Arkansas.  His  father, 
Porter  Bryant,  served  as  Mayor  of  El  Dorado  during 
the  early  1920s.  Max  was  connected  with  the  railroads 
throughout  his  adult  years.  The  Bryants  lived  in  El 
Dorado  a  number  of  years,  then  moved  to  Minden, 
Louisiana.  Later,  Max  was  transferred  to  San  Angelo, 
Texas,  where  the  family  resided  several  years.  His  last 
move  was  to  Oroville,  California,  where  he  died  in 
1937. 

After  the  death  of  her  husband,  Jennie  opened  a 
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dressmaking  shop  in  OroviJle  where  her  skill  as  a  seam¬ 
stress  soon  became  evident  to  the  public  and  her  busi¬ 
ness  thrived  and  expanded.  After  World  War  II  she 
closed  her  shop  but  continued  making  draperies  at  her 
home  for  a  local  furniture  store.  In  recent  years  Jennie 
has  devoted  her  time  to  church  and  club  work.  Her 
main  recreation  is  card-playing  with  her  friends  and  her 
special  interest  is  centered  in  her  grandchildren. 

Five  children  were  born  to  the  union  of  Max  and 
Jennie  Bryant.  The  first  two,  Maxwell  and  Louis,  died 
in  infancy.  The  three  who  survive  are: 

A.  William  Hill  Bryant ,  born  April  24,  1913,  in 
El  Dorado,  Arkansas ;  graduated  from  Oroville, 
(California)  High  School  in  1935  and  attended  an 
engineering  school  in  San  Francisco  for  two  years; 
then  obtained  employment  with  a  construction  firm 
in  South  America.  Since  that  time  he  has  lived  in 
various  parts  of  South  America,  but  returns  to  the 
United  States  about  every  three  years  for  extended 
visits  with  his  family  and  friends.  During  the  past 
several  years  William  has  resided  in  Bogota,  Colom¬ 
bia,  where  he  is  engaged  in  his  own  construction 
business.  His  main  contract  work  is  with  oil  and 
bridge  construction  companies. 

He  is  strictly  an  outdoor  man,  with  a  deep  appre¬ 
ciation  of  natural  history  and  science.  He  likes  peo¬ 
ple  and  has  a  pleasing  personality.  He  speaks  Span¬ 
ish  quite  fluently. 

William  married  Kathryn  Long  in  1948,  but  this 
marriage  was  terminated  by  divorce  the  same  year, 
without  issue.  William  has  never  remarried. 
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B.  Mary  Jane  Bryant ,  born  September  16,  1918, 
in  El  Dorado,  Arkansas;  graduated  from  Oroville 
High  School  in  1937 ;  attended  Sacramento  City  Col¬ 
lege  two  years,  then  attended  the  Mercy  College  of 
Nursing  where  she  graduated  in  1941  as  a  Regis¬ 
tered  Nurse.  Following  the  outbreak  of  World  War 
II,  Mary  enlisted  in  the  United  States  Naval  Nurse 
Corps  and  served  her  country  honorably  for  four 
years.  She  was  first  stationed  at  Mare  Island,  then 
at  the  El  Toro  Marine  Base,  Santa  Anna,  Califor¬ 
nia.  Her  last  two  years  were  served  in  Hawaii.  Upon 
her  return  to  civilian  status,  she  obtained  employ¬ 
ment  in  Oroville,  California,  as  a  nursing  technician 
in  a  doctor’s  office,  where  she  remained  until  her 
marriage. 

Mary  and  Frank  0.  Fenley  were  married  at  Oro¬ 
ville,  California,  in  1950.  At  the  time  of  their  mar¬ 
riage,  Mary  was  Butte  County  School  Nurse  and 
Frank  was  a  teaching  Principal  of  a  three-teacher 
school  near  Oroville.  Frank  has  since  made  remark¬ 
able  progress  in  his  school  work.  In  1955  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  Superintendent  of  the  Cupertino  (Califor¬ 
nia)  Union  School  District,  at  which  time  the  Fen- 
leys  moved  to  Cupertino,  a  thriving  town  in  the 
beautiful  Santa  Clara  Valley.  An  April,  1961,  issue 
of  the  Cupertino  Courier  shows  the  present  enroll¬ 
ment  of  the  Qupertino  District  schools  as  13,373. 
This  enrollment  has  since  increased.  A  good  portion 
of  the  growth  and  efficiency  of  this  school  district 
is  attributable  to  Frank’s  administrative  ability. 

Mary  and  Frank  have  one  child,  namely,  Theodore 
Hill  Fenley ,  a  son,  who  was  born  December  7,  1953, 
at  Oroville,  California.  Everyone  calls  him  Ted  and 
he  is  a  handsome  young  fellow. 

The  Fenleys  reside  at  10238  Creston  Drive,  Cuper- 
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tino,  California,  where  they  have  just  completed 
their  beautiful  new  home. 

C.  Robert  Porter  Bryant,  born  February  12,  1921, 
at  Minden,  Louisiana ;  attended  elementary  and  high 
school  at  San  Angelo,  Texas,  and  Oroville,  Califor¬ 
nia.  When  a  small  boy  he  met  with  an  unfortunate 
accident  which  cost  him  the  vision  in  one  eye.  De¬ 
spite  this  handicap,  he  has  devoted  his  spare  time 
to  reading  and  has  developed  into  a  fine,  self-edu¬ 
cated  man.  Robert  excels  in  relating  interesting  sto¬ 
ries  about  his  many  experiences.  When  16  years  old 
he  joined  the  Merchant  Marine  and  on  two  occasions 
made  trips  around  the  world.  During  World  War 
II  he  again  enlisted  in  the  Merchant  Marine  and  a 
great  deal  of  his  service  was  spent  on  the  dangerous 
submarine-infested  waters  of  the  Atlantic  and  Paci¬ 
fic  Oceans.  Since  the  war  he  has  been  engaged  in 
electrical,  masonry  and  carpentry  work  on  various 
construction  projects  in  California  and  nearby 
states. 

Robert  married  Anna  Ewell  (of  Oroville)  in  1954, 
They  have  one  child,  Anna  Stasia,  a  daughter  who 
was  born  December  3, 1960,  at  El  Centro,  California. 
Anna  Stasia  Bryant  is  presently  the  youngest  mem¬ 
ber  of  our  Hill  family. 

8.  DOLLIE  LAMONTE  HILL 

Your  Aunt  Dollie  was  born  December  6,  1892,  at 
Appleton  City,  Missouri,  and  is  the  youngest  of  the 
twelve  children  of  John  and  Mary  Coulthard  Hill.  She 
received  her  education  in  the  schools  at  El  Dorado, 
Arkansas,  the  Laredo  (Texas)  Seminary,  and  Dakota 
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Wesleyan  University,  Mitchell,  South  Dakota.  Dollie 
is  an  exceedingly  attractive  brunette,  endowed  with  a 
fine  personality,  and  very  popular  with  her  family  and 
many  friends.  She  is  active  in  her  church  work  and  in 
the  social  and  civic  affairs  of  her  community.  As  a 
young  lady,  she  was  a  fine  equestrienne  and  an  excel¬ 
lent  marksman  with  the  rifle.  She  is  an  active  member 
of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution. 

Dollie  and  David  Matthew  Yocum  II  were  married 
at  El  Dorado,  Arkansas,  on  June  29,  1921.  David  was 
born  at  Omaha,  Texas,  November  20,  1888,  the  son  of 
David  Matthew  Yocum  I  and  Louisa  Buckner  Yocum 
(nee  Scott).  David  traces  his  paternal  ancestry  back  to 
Matthew  (Mathias)  Yocum,  his  great  grandfather,  who 
was  born  in  Virginia  and  moved  to  Kentucky  with  his 
parents  about  the  year  1775,  where  he  lived  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  his  life.  The  will  and  codicil  of  Matthew  Yo¬ 
cum  are  shown  of  record  in  Will  Book  F,  page  465,  of 
Washington  County,  Kentucky,  at  Springfield.  David’s 
grandfather,  George  Washington  Yocum,  was  born 
March  27,  1814,  in  Washington  County,  Kentucky, 
and  died  near  Lisbon,  Arkansas,  on  July  30,  1  891.  His 
paternal  grandmother,  Sarah  Howard  Yocum,  was  born 
July  11,  1824,  and  died  November  14,  1920.  Both  of 
these  grandparents  are  buried  near  Lisbon,  Arkansas. 

David’s  maternal  line  is  traced  back  to  Captain  Jo¬ 
seph  W.  Scott,  a  Mississippi  River  steamboat  captain, 
who  married  Kittie  Armstrong.  Their  daughter,  Louisa, 
married  David  Matthew  Yocum  I.  Their  issue  was 
three  sons,  Horace ,  Henry  and  David  Matthevc  II. 
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After  the  death  of  her  husband,  Louisa  Yocum  made 
her  home  with  her  father,  Captain  Scott,  at  Lisbon  until 
1896  when  she  and  her  boys  moved  to  a  farm  at  the 
west  outskirts  of  El  Dorado.  What  was  formerly  the 
Yocum  farm  is  now  occupied  by  numerous  residences 
and  public  establishments,  including  the  Yocum  School. 
After  the  Yocums  moved  to  the  farm  near  El  Dorado, 
the  son,  Horace,  who  was  a  bachelor,  looked  after  the 
farm;  Henry  became  a  highly  successful  lawyer  and  is 
one  of  the  senior  members  of  the  Mahony  &  Yocum 
law  firm  in  El  Dorado;  and  David  became  a  successful, 
accountant.  David’s  business  connections  were  with  the 
First  National  Bank  and  the  MacMillan  Oil  Company 
in  El  Dorado.  He  was  with  MacMillan  for  39  years 
and  retired  in  1961  as  Manager  of  that  company. 

David  and  Dollie  Yocum  reside  at  515  North  Wash¬ 
ington  Avenue,  El  Dorado,  and  both  are  active  workers 
in  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

They  have  two  sons,  namely: 

A.  David  Matthew  Yocum ,  III ,  born  April  23, 
1922,  in  El  Dorado,  Arkansas;  graduated  from  El 
Dorado  High  School  in  1940,  where  he  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  school  band  and  elected  to  the  National 
Honor  Society.  In  the  fall  of  1940  he  entered  David¬ 
son  College  in  North  Carolina  and  was  a  member 
of  the  R.  0.  T.  C  Rifle  Team.  David  was  one  of  the 
outstanding  marksmen  on  that  team  and  was  award¬ 
ed  several  medals  for  his  fine  performance  in  var¬ 
ious  collegiate  rifle  engagements.  He  attended  the 
University  of  Arkansas  during  the  summer  session 
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of  1942,  then  returned  to  Davidson  College  that  fall. 
At  the  end  of  his  junior  year  all  advanced  R.  0.  T. 
C.  students  were  called  to  active  duty  for  training 
at  the  Officers’  Candidate  School  at  Fort  Benning, 
with  the  exception  of  six  specially  selected  pre-med¬ 
ical  students  who  were  given  the  opportunity  to 
attend  medical  school  under  the  Army  program. 
David  was  one  of  the  six  selected  and  he  entered  the 
University  of  Arkansas  School  of  Medicine  at  Little 
Rock,  where  he  obtained  his  Bachelor  of  Science 
degree  in  medicine  in  September,  1945,  and  his  Doc¬ 
tor  of  Medicine  degree  in  June,  1946.  During  the 
succeeding  five  years  he  served  his  internship  and 
residency  in  surgery  at  the  Cook  County  Hospital 
at  Chicago,  which  is  one  of  the  three  largest  hos¬ 
pitals  in  this  country.  He  then  entered  into  private 
practice  in  El  Dorado,  Arkansas.  His  practice  is 
limited  to  general  and  thoracic  surgery,  in  which 
specialty  he  has  earned  an  excellent  reputation. 

David  and  Marthalyn  Rushing  were  married  June 
19,  1943.  Marthalyn  is  the  daughter  of  Shelton  and 
Louise  Rushing,  both  of  whom  are  members  of 
prominent  El  Dorado  families. 

David  and  Marthalyn  have  one  child,  David  Mat¬ 
thew  Yocum  IV,  who  was  born  December  7,  1949,  in 
El  Dorado.  Young  David  is  a  fine  young  fellow  and 
likes  to  hunt  and  fish.  When  about  six  years  old  he 
killed  a  wild  turkey,  and  thus  established  himself  as 
a  fine  marksman  in  the  tradition  of  his  father  and 
grandmother  Yocum. 

B.  John  Hill  Yocum,  born  June  14,  1925,  in  El 
Dorado,  Arkansas ;  graduated  from  El  Dorado  High 
School  in  1943.  Shortly  after  graduation  he  entered 
the  Navy  and  was  assigned  to  the  Midshipman's 
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School  at  Notre  Dame  University  and  the  University 
of  North  Carolina,  then  to  officer’s  training  in  Flor¬ 
ida  where  he  received  his  commission  as  Ensign, 
in  which  grade  he  was  honorably  discharged  in 
July,  1946.  In  addition  to  special  assignments  in 
Washington,  D.  C.,  and  at  Newport,  Rhode  Island, 
he  was  in  charge  of  a  turret  gun  crew  on  the  cruiser 
U.  S.  Oregon  City.  Following  his  discharge  from  the 
navy,  John  entered  Davidson  College  and  graduated 
in  1948  with  a  Bachelor  of  Science  degree.  He  con¬ 
tinued  his  studies  at  the  University  of  Arkansas  and 
earned  his  Master  of  Science  degree  in  1949.  For 
the  past  eleven  years  John  has  been  associated  with 
the  Alice  Sidney  Oil  Company  in  El  Dorado  as  of¬ 
fice  manager. 

John  married  Beverly  Ann  Scull,  who  was  born 
March  15,  1927,  in  El  Dorado,  Arkansas,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Henry  Nelson  Scull  and  Rosa  Scull  (nee  Rig- 
gin),  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Arkansas. 

John  and  Beverly  Yocum  live  in  El  Dorado,  Ar¬ 
kansas,  and  have  two  children,  Lynn ,  a  daughter, 
now  seven  years  old,  and  John  Hill  Yocum,  Jr.,  a 
son,  now  four  years  old.  John,  Junior,  is  presently 
the  youngest  male  descendant  of  John  and  Mary 
Coulthard  Hill. 
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